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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Café con Libros returns this season with its usual eclectic mix of writ-
ers every Tuesday at 10:30am from January 22nd until the end of March.
For the first session, we’ll be hosting author Richard Horan discussing his
non-fiction book Seeds: One Man’s Serendipitous Journey to Find the
Trees That Inspired Famous American Writers from Faulkner to Kerouac,
Welty to Wharton. Horan is also the author of the novel, Goose Music,
which Larry McMurtry called, “funny, moving, convincing [and] origi-
nal.” 

Our second session is with author and former NBC News correspon-
dent, Robin Llloyd, discussing his historical novel set in Havana called Harbor of Spies. Fans
of the Alex Rutledge novels by Tom Corcoran will be happy to learn that Mr. Corcoran will
be here in February to discuss the brand new novel in the series called Guava Moon Revenge.

We’re also hosting two concerts in January with modern folk act, Friction Farm, on
January 9th at 6PM, and a return visit from country-rock duo, The Kennedys, at 6PM on the
30th.  Other events include author Steve Paul discussing his non-fiction book, Hemingway at
Eighteen: The Pivotal Year That Launched an American Legend, on the 16th at 4pm, and
NASA Ambassador Kevin Gallagher will be discussing Mars on January 23rd at 6pm.
Initially, I had written here that Mr. Gallagher would be giving a talk on Mars, but logistically
that would be very difficult to arrange and a real drain on our budget. Speaking of which, I
would be remiss in not repeating that all of these excellent programs are largely funded by
our generous Friends of the Key West Library.

Welcome to 2019.  Change is good.  Here are some of the changes the
Friends of the Library have made to the popular palm garden book sales
and the lecture series.

Book sales will happen on the first Saturday of the month during the
winter season – rain or shine.  We have changed the times of the book sales
from 10AM – 1PM.  This allows us to use the Library Auditorium if it’s a
rainy day, since the Library does not open until 10AM on Saturdays.

We have lots of FREE books for you.  To reduce inventory and work
for our volunteers, some of the less popular categories like reference, maps,
science and technology will be available for free as long as they last.  

Don’t worry – popular categories like fiction, mystery, biography, children’s and DVD’s
will always be available for sale at the book sales.

NOTE that we will continue to accept donations of ALL books in good condition regard-
less of category.  Please drop them at the library front desk or in the receiving box outside in
the parking lot.

The new venue for the lecture series is the Old City Hall at 510 Greene St.  There are two
entrances – stairs in the front and stairs and an elevator in the rear.  We have a great lineup
of speakers starting Monday, January 14th.  Watch for emails, Facebook posts and newspaper
articles for the lineup.  We will be limited to a maximum of 150 attendees, so be sure to arrive
early.  Doors open at 5:30PM for the 6PM Lectures.

We look forward to an outstanding year.  Your support as members and volunteers at the
book sales, lecture series, and library events is much appreciated.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

AT THE LIBRARY  by Michael Nelson

Marsha Williams
The library lecture series begins January 14th, at 6 pm 

in Old City Hall, 510 Green Street
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FRIENDS OF THE KEY WEST LIBRARY – UNSUNG HEROES
by Mary Taylor

The Friends of the Key West Library would not be able to function
with out our volunteers. They help with our book sales, our lecture
series and shelving books at the library. In essence, our volunteers
touch almost all of the Friend’s activities.

We are always pleased to nominate a volunteer for The
Community Foundation of the Florida Keys Unsung Hero award. For
2018, we are doubly pleased to select Jane and John Payne. When we
think of the Paynes, we automatically think of dedication and reliabil-
ity. In addition, a wonderful sense of humor makes them special.

Jane and John have time and again demonstrated their enthusiastic
and faithful dedication to the work of the Friends of the Key West
Library. Never missing a Monday night library lecture each season in
recent years, they arrive by bike early in order to take up their duties.
They distribute tickets and urge folks to contribute to the Friends of the
Library. All of this is done with humor and such good will. They light-
en our environment with their easy repartee with those who are
attending the series.

As Mary Taylor, a Friends’ Board member and volunteer coordina-
tor said “The Paynes are indeed unsung heroes who make us all smile.
We look forward to their company as we all share a love and dedica-
tion to the Friends of the Key West Library.” .

Congratulations Jane and John! We look forward to seeing you,
your bicycles and your smiles for our 2019 lecture series.

SCENES FROM THE SUCCESSFUL
DECEMBER BOOK SALE
Bottom left: Victoria Leigh chose Ferdinand to teach English as a second language.
Bottom center: Luna Miel says I love art books.   
Upper right: Jaqueline Calvano “Cast won’t stop my book buying”.   
Lower right: Photographer and sculptor Nellie Appleby buying art books for ideas.



The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

ONE ISLAND, ONE BOOK AUTHOR SILAS HOUSE 
DELIGHTS LIBRARY AUDIENCE by John Brady
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Mark your calendars for Saturday January 5th, 
when the Friends of the Key West library will hold their next book sale 

for the 2018-2019 season in the library’s Palm Garden at 700 Fleming Street

On November 28, Silas House, the author of this year’s
One Island One Book selection, Southernmost, shared insights
about his new book in the library’s palm garden.  Although the
evening was cool, library staff provided hot tea and warm con-
versation to the many interested readers who braved the
elements.

A native of Kentucky, Silas House came to know Key West
during a visit to the island for the Key West Literary Seminar
some years ago. Enchanted with what he saw and experienced,
he knew the Conch Republic would have to be the setting for
a future novel.  That came to pass in his latest fictional work,
Southernmost. In this novel a southern evangelical minister
finally overcomes his growing disenchantment with organized
religion. The crucial change unfolds in the aftermath
of a great flood that coincides with the passage of
marriage equality in America. Asher Sharp, shocked
by his wife’s rejection of a gay couple in need of
refuge from the flood, starts to come to terms with
how he had turned away his gay brother many years
before.  Reeling and divorced, he kidnaps his own
beloved 9-year-old son Justin and flees to Key West.
House realized while writing that the kidnapper’s
destination had to be Key West.  Whereas his princi-
pal character’s previous world in Tennessee was a
closed one, this island nation was the complete oppo-
site, open in every way. 

The author shared many insights on how he
came up with plot ideas and settings for this book. To
write a page-turner, he put his fugitives in continual
trouble, expecting to be captured at every turn. The
plot involves their new life in Key West on Olivia
Street and the warm people he lives with there, all of
whom are running from something. But more than
just a fast-moving tale, Mr. House explained that the
book is fundamentally about empathy and a range of
value systems - he views it as a spiritual novel.
Rather than preach that message, though, he uses
two dogs and the nine-year-old kidnapped boy to
explore views on spirituality.  As an example, the boy
is fascinated with the ever-changing ocean around
Key West, thinking: “The ocean is a mystery and so
is God.”

Silas House related that he loved exploring Key West to
look for settings and plot ideas, where local characters like
roosters, iguanas, the cemetery, and beaches abound. During
this visit, House couldn’t wait to revisit the house on Olivia
Street that is central to the book. 

He posted a few photos on Instagram under
https://www.instagram.com/silas_house_southernmost

In addition to being 2018’s One Island One Book selec-
tion, Southernmost was chosen by Southern Living as one of
the 10 Best Books About the South. The library has copies for
loan, and both Books and Books and The Island Bookstore
have them for sale. This event was made possible by donations
from the Friends of the Library.



Mark your calendars for Saturdays
January 5, February 2, and March 2,
when the Friends of the Key West
library will hold their  book sales for
the 2018-2019 season in 
the library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. Every dollar raised
during the sales goes directly back to
your library. And don’t forget, the
Friends’ indoor book nook will be
open for business whenever the library
is open!

NEXT BOOK SALE 
Saturday, January 5 

from 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2019 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


