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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

There are multiple events I’m truly excited about in 2019, but Susan
Orlean’s March visit to Key West to discuss her new non-fiction work,
“The Library Book,” is bound (pun unintended) to be a memorable night.
It’s not surprising I loved this book. I am a librarian and my life has
revolved around libraries, both personally and professionally, and Orlean
captures all of it—the love of literature and knowledge, the communal
nature of the place, the random weirdness of some of the inhabitants that
pass through its doors, and the institution's enduring presence in an ever-
evolving digital world. It's a terrific love note to all libraries, even though

it’s specifically about the 1986 fire that ravaged the Los Angeles Public Library, destroying
hundreds of thousand of books. This special event is a joint-effort between the Key West
Library and Books & Books at the Studios of Key West. Mark your calendars now for March
19th at 6pm at 533 Eaton Street.

The books I read now come in multiple formats – paper, electronic and
audio.  My Kindle always has lots of books ready to read when traveling or
when I’ve run out of ‘real’ books at home.  Audio books are good for the
car and walking around town, but do you ‘read’ an audio book?  Here are
some recent reads of mine that may interest you for your Holiday reading
or buying list.  Coming Clean: A Memoir describes growing up with parents
who are hoarders, a personal perspective that is more revealing and heart-
breaking than any TV show could be.   Eleanor Oliphant is Completely
Fine is a lovely fictional work about a quirky woman who discovers that
positive human relationships are possible. My favorite escapist reading has

always been mysteries and thrillers.  Lucy Burdette (our own Roberta Isleib) has a new book,
Death on the Menu. This is another delightful mystery in her Key West series with locations
like the Truman White House and ‘real life’ Key West residents to add interest for us locals. 

The Friends of the Key West Library has a great lineup of inspiring speakers for the free
Lecture Series which begins Monday, January 14th 2019.  Details on speakers will be pub-
lished shortly, but they include David Lowe, Chelsea Rathburn, Michael Mewshaw, and
Dennis Beaver on Tennessee Williams and the Key West Library. The lecture Series will be
held at the historic Old City Hall, 510 Greene Street. This is only one block away from the
free Duval Loop that has stops along Caroline Street.  

P.S. Don’t forget to mark the December book sale on your calendars. This is scheduled
for Saturday, December 1 in the Palm Garden—and it will include our first annual yearly
clean-out with lots of free books just in time for the holidays. We encourage donations from
everyone—please bring books to the library checkout counter. 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Have you renewed your 2019
Friends membership? 

Would you like to make a special 
donation in someone’s name? 

Contact us online or 
send in the form on page 4.

AT THE LIBRARY  by Michael Nelson

Marsha Williams

President Marsha Williams accepts a donation from the Key West Writers Guild 
in honor of Molly Shallow. L to R; Joanna Schmida, Kristina Neihouse, Roberta

Isleib, Marsha Williams, Rusty Hodgdon (WG president), Chuck Van SoyePhoto by Ralph DePalma
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

WHAT TO READ NEXT
by Roberta Isleib

Assuming you all are book people—probably a safe
assumption since you’re reading the library friends’ newslet-
ter—I wonder if you have the same dilemma that I do every
time you finish a book? What shall I read next? 

I am not an orderly reader, working my way through my
book pile or down a bestseller list regardless of mood. And I
don’t much like being told what I should read. I follow several
mystery series closely including Ann Cleeves’ Shetland series,
William Kent Krueger‘s Cork O’Connor series, and Barbara
Ross’s Maine clambake series. With new books from these
authors, it’s never a question of will I read the next one, it’s
when. Ann Cleeves has announced that her final book in the
Jimmy Perez Shetland series will be Wild Fire, published this
past September. I bought it as soon as it surfaced in RJ Julia
booksellers in Connecticut, but I’m hoarding it, the way I
guarded the previous book, Cold Earth. I hate knowing that
this will be the end of that setting and those characters, so I’m
going to dole the pages out slowly. 

If I’m planning a trip, my preparations always include
reading books that take place in that land. This summer it was
Paris and Bordeaux, so I tore through Ann Mah’s The Last
Vintage, David Lebovitz’s L’Appart (a reread), Jenny Colgan’s
The Best Chocolate Shop in Paris, Adam Gopnik’s Paris to the
Moon, and Hemingway’s A Moveable Feast.

At times, the world seems so grim that I need something
light, something hopeful, something that promises a happy
ending like Veronica Henry’s How to Find Love in A
Bookshop. And I get suggestions from BookBub and my blog
sisters at Jungle Red Writers and the NYTimes book review.
Of course, I also listen to our resident librarian’s advice…
thanks to Michael for recommending Amy Bloom’s White
Houses and Silas House’s Southernmost. I’m looking forward
to the library’s One Island, One Book event with House on
11/28. 

How do you build your to-be-read pile?
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HOLIDAY BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OUR BOARD

Americorps volunteers at the book sale

Mary Taylor recommends Transcription by Kate Atkinson.
The narrator weaves together a combination of fifth column
World War II espionage with an ongoing contemporary story.
If you have never read Kate Atkinson, this is a good one to try
although each one I have read I have thoroughly enjoyed. 

Charlotte Strickland recommends Bellewether by Susanna
Kearsley for a captivating read of historical fiction combining
love, war and intrigue.  Then for laugh-out-loud fun grab one
of David Rosenfelt's Andy Carpenter mysteries.  The latest one,
Rescued, is just as good as the 1st, Open and Shut. Andy, a
defense attorney, and his dog-loving team keep you wondering
how he is going to pull this one off.

Mark Hedden: The book that’s stuck with me most over
the last year is M Train by Patti Smith. It’s somewhere between
a memoir and a journal, lucid and dreamlike at the same time,
with slow-rolling ruminations on, among other things, proce-
dural cop dramas, hurricanes, seaside bungalows, life as a rock
star, graveyards, Polaroids, and Alfred Wegener, the man who
first proposed the theory of Continental Drift.

For all of the strong women and men who love strong
women, Candy Block recommends Sharp written by Michele
Dean.  Sharp is a collection of mini biographies of 12 women
who made an art of having an opinion. The portraits include

such women as Rebecca West and Nora Ephron. The dedica-
tion says it all:  “For every person who’s ever been told you’re
too smart for your own good”.

Joanna Schmida has just finished reading Winter Journey,
a compelling and moving novel by Australian writer, Diane
Armstrong. It’s not a new book, but in the light of all the awful
things that have been happening the past couple of weeks, it's
very relevant right now. My husband also loved it, so it’s not
gender specific. The story is about a female forensic dentist
from Sydney who goes to Poland to help identify some remains
and makes some life-changing discoveries. Not for the faint of
heart, but an excellent read! A great story told by a brilliant
writer. I highly recommend it.

Roberta Isleib recommends The Art of Inheriting Secrets
by Barbara O’Neal for someone who might love a romantic,
foodie mystery full of family secrets and set on an English
estate. And for kids of all ages, Roberta can’t rave enough
about Bolivar by Sean Rubin, about a little girl living in New
York City who discovers a dinosaur living next door. The illus-
trations are flat out stunning and the story is terrific, too.

You’ll never know which of those might turn up at the
December book sale!

Mark your calendars for Saturday December 1st, 
when the Friends of the Key West library will hold their first book sale 

for the 2018-2019 season in the library’s Palm Garden at 700 Fleming Street



Mark your calendars for Saturdays
December 1, January 5, February 2,
and March 2, when the Friends of the
Key West library will hold their  book
sales for the 2018-2019 season in 
the library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. Every dollar raised
during the sales goes directly back to
your library. And don’t forget, the
Friends’ indoor book nook will be
open for business whenever the library
is open!

FIRST BOOK SALE 
Saturday, December 1 

from 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2019 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


