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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

This fall marks three decades of library service for our administrator,
Nancy Howanitz. During her tenure at the Key West Library, she has
worked in every single capacity from Youth Services to Reference to
Florida History to Head of Circulation to Cataloging to Library
Administrator. (Not necessarily in that order. I’m a spotty journalist.) Over
the years, she has started several programs including our ongoing outreach
service to library cardholders living at Keys Senior Citizen Plaza. 

In retirement, she hopes to spend much more time writing children’s
books, a passion she’s had for years, having written several stories and

songs that she’s used in programming for kids over her long career. (Perhaps she’ll draw inspi-
ration from her two loveable miniature pugs, Rocco and Harley, or her little pig, Dak.) During
her time in the top spot, Nancy has been tremendously supportive of staff and advocated for
new programs and initiatives, and improved the library’s aesthetics.  She’s also brought a great
sense of humor to the library, which will surely be missed. Come by and say, “Cheers,” for all
of the many years and wish her well.

While the season is drawing to a close, there is still much to look forward to this year. On
May 12th the library will be welcoming Gilbert King, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of
Devil in the Grove: Thurgood Marshall, the Groveland Boys, and the Dawn of a New
America.  His follow-up to that critically acclaimed and popular book will be Beneath a
Ruthless Sun: A True Story of Violence, Race, and Justice Lost and Found and it comes out in
late April. Mr. King is a contributor to Smithsonian magazine and The Marshall Project and
he writes about justice for The New York Times. It should be a stellar event and it’s my hope
that it’s only one of many more great programs yet to come in 2018.

Dear Friends,
What a busy season we’ve had at the Friends of the Key West Library.

The last presentation of an outstanding Lecture Series is Monday, March
19th preceded by our annual Member meeting.  Winter Book Sales continue
on March 3rd and April 7th – always a fun time to chat with your friends
and see what your fellow readers are purchasing.  If you’re a snowbird,
please come and stock up for your summer reading.  Don’t forget – the
Friends always have a supply of books for sale inside the library, too.

At our recent Volunteer Appreciation Party, Michael Shields, Chair of
the Monroe County Library Advisory Board, said the Friends are the ‘stew-

ards’ of the Library.  We take that as both a compliment and responsibility as we support the
Library through volunteer work and the annual Friends’ donation that funds collections, pro-
grams and staff education.  Your membership dues go directly to the Library, so please renew
your membership or add to your level of giving.

Some of the programs that your dues support include Music in the Palm Garden and the
always popular Café con Libros.  The schedules are on the Library website.

Books, music, and author insights – it’s all available at your
library.  See you there!

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Marsha Williams

Mark your calendars for The Friends Annual Meeting 
at 5:40 p.m. on March 19th, in the 

Key West Theater, preceding our final lecture.

NOTE FROM THE LIBRARY  by Michael Nelson
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FOKWL LECTURES SERIES 2018 by Mark Hedden

The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the Key West Theater, 513 Eaton Street. 

MARCH 5 Willie Drye is an author with extensive knowledge of hurricane history and science
who notably penned Storm of the Century: The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935 and other works
on recent storms in South Florida. He has served as a journalist for numerous papers and mag-
azines and as an editor for National Geographic News. 

Storm of the Century received much attention from researchers and historians alike. It was
the basis for a documentary made by the History Channel, which was narrated by Drye. In
addition to Storm of the Century, Drye has written about Florida history in his most recent
book, For Sale-American Paradise: How Americans Were Sold An Impossible Dream In
Florida, which won an Independent Publisher Book Award. Key West Magazine also solicited
a series of work from Drye in 2006 about hurricane probability in the Keys. 

As a native of North Carolina, Drye’s explores in his second book, Images of America:
Plymouth and Washington County, the early American history of northeastern North Carolina
in images. Drye publishes a blog that followed Hurricane Irma’s path in 2017 and that spans
pop culture beyond storms of notoriety, in particular items of interest in sports, a topic on
which he has reported on at length for FoxSportsBiz.com. 

Among Drye’s awards are the 1993 and 1995 Scripps Howard award for reporting for
Stuart News in Stuart, Florida; the 2007 Charles S. Roberts for Public Service from the Florida
Magazine Association; and the 2016: Silver Medal for Best Nonfiction in the Southeast Region
for For Sale-American Paradise.  Photo credit: Doward Jones

MARCH 12 Barbara Ross is the author of the Maine Clambake Mysteries: Clammed Up,
Boiled Over, Musseled Out, Fogged Inn, Iced Under and Stowed Away. 

Doreen Sheridan at criminalelement.com described the Maine Clambake Mysteries as “…
the quintessential cozy cooking mystery series: smart, well-plotted, and with an insight into the
human condition that is at once sharp-eyed and generous in spirit.” 

“A fantastic slice of life in Maine with great food and good friends – you can’t go wrong
with this cozy series!” said YABookNerd.

Her holiday novella, featuring amateur sleuth Julia Snowden, was published along with
novellas by Leslie Meier and Lee Hollis in Eggnog Murder from Kensington Books in October
2016. 

Barbara’s first mystery novel, The Death of an Ambitious Woman, was published in
August, 2010.  In her former life, Barbara was a co-founder and Chief Operating Officer of
two successful start-ups in educational technology. Barbara’s books have been nominated for
multiple Agatha Awards for Best Contemporary Novel, and RT Books Reviewer’s Choice
Awards, as well as the Maine Literary Award for Crime Fiction.

In the summer, she writes on the big front porch of the former Seafarer Inn at the head of
the harbor in Boothbay Harbor, Maine, which she and her husband have owned since 2005.

FEBRUARY 19 P. Scott Cunningham is a poet, translator, essayist, publisher, and all-around
human arts juggernaut from Miami. He is most well known as the creator and director of the
O, Miami Poetry Festival, an annual month-long celebration of verse.

Founded in 2011, the mission of the festival is for every single person in Miami-Dade
County to encounter a poem during the month of April. The festival has hosted performances
by Patti Smith, Richard Blanco, Anne Carson, Raúl Zurita, Thurston Moore, Kevin Young, and
many others. 

The festival has also promoted poetry in less formal ways, doing such things as hiring a
José Martí re-enactor to ride down Calle Oche on a white horse reciting poems, holding a
“Poetry is Dead” parade, and renting a red Lamborghini and driving down Ocean Drive in
Miami Beach, reciting poems through a bullhorn. 

They have also snuck poems into people’s lives by placing them in urinals, on popsicles,
on lawn signs designed to look like political advertisements, on the sides of busses, as well as
on the rooftops of buildings in the flight path of Miami International Airport. 

As someone quipped at one of his events, “Scott has the soul of a Broadway producer
trapped in the body of a poet.”  Photo credit: Gesi Schilling

Willie Drye

Barbara Ross

P. Scott Cunningham



The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at: 
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

THE FRIENDS ENJOYED A BUSY AND FUN SEASON, 2017-2018.  JOIN US NEXT FALL!
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Library staff members Michael Nelson, Breana Sowers,
Patricia Blanco, and Robin Henderson celebrate Friends vol-
unteers at the volunteer appreciation party.

Board members Kathleen Bratton, Marsha Williams, Joyce
Drake, and Jeane Garment at the volunteer appreciation party.

FOKWL board members Jeane Garment and Charlotte
Strickland accept an Unsung Hero award from Diana Sutton,
President and CEO of the Community Foundation of the
Florida Keys, and Ron Burd VP Development. The awards
honored organizations and people who helped the community
after Hurricane Irma. 

Library administrator Nancy Howanitz and senior librarian
Robin Henderson accept a check from the December book
sale proceeds from book sale co-chairs Jeane Garment and
Charlotte Strickman.

Eager shoppers wait for the February sale to open.

NEXT BOOK SALE
Saturday, March 3 

from 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.



Mark your calendars for Saturdays
March 3, & April 7, when the Friends
of the Key West library will hold their
book sales for the 2017-2018 season
in the library’s Palm Garden at 700
Fleming Street. Every dollar raised
during the sales goes directly back to
your library. And don’t forget, the
Friends’ indoor book nook will be
open for business whenever the library
is open!

NEXT BOOK SALE 
Saturday, March 3 

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2018 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


