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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Usually, the highlight of our December newsletter is a preview of our
entire speaker series. And the 2018 series is going to be wonderful, includ-
ing writers like Ed White, Lee Smith, Arlo Haskell, and Steve Kitsakos. But
our program chair, Mark Hedden, recently informed the committee that
the line-up wasn’t ready for the public eye. 

“Then what will we put in the newsletter?” I asked. “The deadline has
passed.”

“There was a hurricane,” Mark reminded me. And then he had a sug-
gestion: The Friends might like to hear from a few of the library staff who were hit harder by
Irma and Maria than we were in Key West, but who also have been working hard to get the
library back in business. I thought this was a brilliant idea—and two of our library assistants,
Allison Rich and Edgardo Alvarado-Vazquez, agreed to write pieces about their experiences.
Allison lives in Big Pine Key, close to where Irma’s eye crossed the Keys, and Edgardo weath-
ered Irma in Key West, and has family who are still suffering the effects of Maria. I hope you’ll
appreciate their words as much as I did. Rest assured that the speaker series will kick off on
time beginning January 15. We’ll post the entire line-up next month in the newsletter, and also
on our brand new website: www.friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org. And don’t forget to visit us
on Facebook too!

Books never go out of style for Holiday gift giving. From great histori-
cal biographies like Ron Chernow’s Hamilton – now the smash Broadway
musical – to contemporary memoirs such as Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance,
there are books for everyone.  One of my favorite non-fiction writers is
Michael Lewis who wrote about baseball in Moneyball, football in The
Blind Side and Wall Street in Liar’s Poker, The Big Short and Flashboys.
Fiction fans will appreciate All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
from 2014 or the recent Harlen Coben mystery Don’t Let Go. Even those
who are not avid readers (perish the thought) might like the latest cook-

book from Giada De Laurentis – Happy Cooking.  For books by local authors with a Key
West flavor, there’s Joanna Schmida’s novel The Woman at the Light.  Lucy Burdette (aka
Roberta Isleib) writes the always charming Key West Food Critic Mysteries. Her latest is
Killer Takeout. Now that you know some of my book choices, what books are you reading
and giving this year?  

P.S. You can buy books for the Holidays at the December Book Sale scheduled for
Saturday, December 2 in the Library Palm Garden from 9:30-1:30.  This date may change due
to ongoing construction at the Library so stay tuned for notices on
Facebook or in the Citizen.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Marsha Williams

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
Saturday, December 2,  

from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
when the Friends of the Key West Library 
will hold our first book sale of the season 

in the library’s Palm Garden, 700 Fleming Street

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR  by Roberta Isleib
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at: 
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

“It’s just stuff.  We’re all ok.”  This has been my mantra through this
entire ordeal.  “It’s just stuff.  We’re all ok.”  I’ve lost track of how many
times I’ve chanted this in my head over and over and over.  “It’s just stuff.
We’re all ok.”  I’ve really been trying to keep a positive attitude about this
whole thing, but man is that exhausting.  Sure we lost half the roof and
almost everything inside the house; sure we had storm surge up to the tops
of our columns that took out everything under the house; sure we had rain-
storms afterwards that just about totaled everything else and left us living
with moldy clothes, walls, and ceilings… Wait, I had a point didn’t I?  Every
single time I discover something else that’s gone, it’s like ripping off the
Band-Aid again.  I wish I could hurry up and get the mourning process out
of the way.  “It’s just stuff.  We’re all ok.”            

Ok focus on the positive.  We’ve had a lot of help from outside organ-
izations.  If it weren’t for the L.A. Fire Department, we probably still
wouldn’t be able to get into our yard.  Arkansas Fish and Wildlife helped us
get all of the beams and plywood up on the roof and numerous deputies
from across the state brought us food, cold drinks, and a few laughs, which
were probably most helpful of all.  The North Carolina Baptist Men cleaned
out the mountain of seaweed from our back yard and numerous friends and
family have helped us with physical labor, money needs, and, again, those
much needed moments of levity.  (Thank you Kristie for the “vent ses-
sions”!)  I’m so thankful that I’ve been allowed to work at the Big Pine Key
Library for a little while.  (Only being a mile up the road has allowed me so
much extra time for cleanup and recovery.)  I am reluctantly grateful for my
husband Evan.  (Please don’t tell him, his ego is big enough already!)  He

has pushed me to be stronger than I ever thought was possible; has been patient and supportive while I re-adjust to my new sched-
ule and way of living; and he believes that I can get through this even when I can’t, the jerk.  And on that note, mad props to
ME!  I have survived with outstanding humor. I’ve yelled and screamed and cried when I needed to, but I still managed to pull
up my big girl britches when the time came. I’ve lifted beams, climbed up to the roof and stapled tar paper until my fingers bled.
I barely cried when I realized I lost half my yarn collection and I completely lost it when I realized my garden was destroyed…
Ok fine, I’m not THAT strong, but in the end, it’s just stuff and we’re all ok.

AFTER THE HURRICANE 
by Allison Rich
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REPORT FROM TWO BUNKERS 
by Edgardo Alvarado-Vazquez

I do not have to impress upon you how difficult things are in Puerto Rico. The images that have surfaced tell of a grim and
desperate situation. People are taking water from mountain creeks because there is no running water. Now they are dealing with
bacterial diseases like leptospirosis. The hospitals in Puerto Rico are running on diesel generators and there is not enough diesel
to go around. The USNS Comfort, a floating hospital, arrived in the island three weeks after the hurricane and it needs to be re-
supplied soon.

As some of you know, all my family lives there (my mother, my two brothers and extended family). I talk to them regularly.
They are in the northern part of the island, in Bayamón. My brothers both have water and electricity in their houses; my mother
only has water and sporadic electricity. She refuses to leave the Island and come to live with me for a few weeks. Puerto Ricans
are survivors; we will do it again, with or without the help of the federal government. These kinds of disasters bring out the worst
and the best in people. I have always known about the best, I do not care for the others.  I will be visiting the island soon; I can
update you on the progress (or lack of it). Meanwhile, here is the poem I wrote while watching Irma go by on Newton Street.

Bunker house    1414 Newton Street

Nine people 
3 Mainers (or Maniacs)
1.5 Peruvians
2.5 Americans
a Puertorican
and Martha Stewart (yes that is her real name)
five dogs              one pedigreed
four mutts from the SPCA
one big fluffy bunny       origins unknown
shared a house
whose owners were tucked away
in Santa Fe          New Mexico

Holy Faith is what we needed
is what we coveted in softed conversations
while we waited
Electricity was intact
water flowed
lighted street posts illuminated Newton Street
the room we were assigned facing it
category five three paneled windows
uncovered letting the show outside   in

I can’t peel my eyes    or my skin
from the onioned glass
palm trees dancing          releasing their nuts
like pelicans flying in formation on the sideway rains
lampposts falling amid mists of electric dew
a white fridge hovering
a teal hummingbird
or a black fly       in mid air
falling Ficuses      Poincianas          Gumbo-Limbos
spreading their  ivory blood/sap
shredding the island’s green dress
lights out             Kennedy Drive is flooded

as we unveiled the cars from under
the tattered green tulled skirts of fallen trees
ready to go back to our own house in Stock Island
I realized that the bunkered house on Newton Street
had robbed me of another sensory memory
of storms spent in Puerto Rico long ago
I didn’t hear it

The Friends are sad to note the death in August of board member and long-
time library supporter Molly Shallow. When Molly served her first term on the
Friends of the Library Board, she was assigned to jobs such as tracking volunteer
hours, and fundraising. She did her best with these duties, but neither hit the sweet
spot of her strengths and interests. During one meeting, as board members were
complaining about too many book donations, she got the idea of taking books to
ships. The program took shape and she distributed books to ships for over thirteen
years. She culled the donations for books she thought the sailors might enjoy,
added Friends of the Key West Library bookplates, and watched for ships coming
into the harbor. She delivered paper sacks of books to the Trumbo Point base sev-
eral times a week. “When you’re happy in your job, it’s a pleasure,” she said for a
2014 interview. We will so miss her cheerful, reliable dedication to the Friends’
organization and to the Key West Library.

❧

Remembering Molly Shallow



Mark your calendars for Saturdays
December 2, January 6, February 3,
March 3, & April 7, when the Friends
of the Key West library will hold their
book sales for the 2017-2018 season
in the library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. Every dollar raised
during the sales goes directly back to
your library. And don’t forget, the
Friends’ indoor book nook will be
open for business whenever the library
is open!

FIRST BOOK SALE 
Saturday, December 2 

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2018 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


