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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Feliz año Nuevo. If you, like me, have no idea what that
means, you might be interested in taking our first ever Spanish
for Beginners course starting in late January. It’s just one of the
many new programs and classes we’ve got slated for the new
year, including concerts in the Palm Garden, and our author
series, Café con Libros.

Our first Music in the Palm Garden event is January 25th at
7pm featuring the accomplished  New York City duo, The
Kennedys, whose contemporary Americana, Roots Rock songs
have been described by Allmusic.com as “a lush exercise in lyri-
cal prowess and instrumental grace.” I should note here that
special musical performances like The Kennedys concert are
funded by our generous Friends of the Key West Library.

Our Café con Libros series returns on January 17th at 10am with author Rachel Starnes,
who was recently featured on NPR’s Fresh Air for her elegant memoir, The War at Home,
about the inherent anxieties of a military marriage. Other speakers this year include O. Henry
Award-winning author Karen Brown (The Clairvoyants), Tom Swick (The Joys of Travel) and
a return visit from popular writer Tom Corcoran (The Mango Opera). 

Así que únete a nosotros en la Key West biblioteca. I think I just encouraged you to come
to the library, which I’m prone to do since a library without patrons usually leads to a librar-
ian without a job.

It’s time to put 2016 behind us and go forth into the New Year!
Our 2017 free series of distinguished speakers begins on the 16th
at the Key West Theater and has something for everyone.

The Friends speaker series started life in the auditorium at the
library.  Old timers have described the fire marshal standing
guard at the door and forcibly preventing people from entering
once the auditorium’s capacity had been reached.  Continued suc-
cess prompted moves to larger and larger venues; we are
fortunate to have the use of the wonderful facilities of the Key
West Theater again this year.  Yet even with seating for 250, last
year we had a “sellout” --with disappointed people turned away
–and several near-capacity crowds.   My best advice to you is to
arrive early!  Relax with a glass of wine!  Our announcements say

the doors will open at 5:30 pm.  Doors did, in fact, open earlier last year on several occasions,
when the weather was very cold or very hot or the crowds very large, but, despite wild rumors
to the contrary, people who arrived at the theater for our sellout by 5:30 pm (and even later)
were admitted.  And come with all the members of your party at the same time!  Leave plenty
of time to park the car if you are driving!  It’s first-come first-
served and you need to be present to get a ticket.  

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Kathleen Bratton
Mark your calendars for 

Saturday, January 7,  from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
when the Friends of the Key West Library 

will hold our next book sale in the 
library’s Palm Garden, 700 Fleming Street

AT THE LIBRARY  by Michael Nelson
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at FOKWL: 
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

Prudence Churchill has been selected as the Friends of the Library 2017 Unsung Hero. She will
be honored at the Community Foundation of the Florida Keys January celebration of volunteers
who make nonprofit organizations effective in our community.

Prue has been an energetic and important Friends board member for more than 15 years and
she enjoys promoting the library as a vital community resource, a part of the web of the city of
Key West.  Her most important role is working on the fundraising that enables the Friends to
offer their annual gift to the library for books, collection materials and staff training.  She writes
thank you notes to all donors and members of the Friends, and her warm smile can be seen at
the cashier’s desk at monthly book sales.  Prue is proud that the Friends have a “working board,”
one that manages major projects, accounting, and fundraising.

Prue considers that the library is a jewel, a cohesive element for people in Key West that has
evolved over the years.  Her family's interest in the library goes back to 1938 when her grand-
parents purchased a house on Grinnell Street as a winter retreat.  They loved art and art people
and were attracted to the work of Townsend Morgan, a WPA artist in Key West. All the children
and grandchildren who followed them to Key West were instructed to be part of the library.

What does she enjoy reading?  First, the work of many friends, then non-fiction with a histor-
ical bent and anything by David Brooks and Paul Krugman.  Her belief in the power of community extends to a personal role in
Take Stock in Children, the Impromptu Classical Concerts board, and, “Harry's Girls” supporting the Truman Little White
House.  Prue and her husband, Larry Plummer, roll a mean game of bocce every Tuesday.

FRIENDS OF THE KEY WEST LIBRARY UNSUNG HERO 2017 by Joyce Drake

Prudence Churchill

Have you ever wondered what happens to your books after
you carefully cull them from your shelves and lug them to the
library? To solve this mystery, I met with Denison Tempel, who
has been working on the library book sales for 20 years.

The first stop for donated books is the library staff. They
choose books that they can use for our Key West collection,
and donate selected others to other Monroe County branches.
Next the books are moved to the Friends’ nook at the far back
left side of the library, where Denison fills in the sale shelves.
(Have you perused this nook lately? It’s open daily with lots of
new fiction and nonfiction titles for your reading pleasure—

and all proceeds go to the Friends.)
Then begins the work of organizing books for the Friends’

monthly sales. Denison sorts them into categories, priding him-
self on accuracy so that you will find mysteries in the mystery
department and history in the history section. Some books
don't make the cut for the sale, such as those in health, finance,
and technology that are more than five years old, shabby
books, and VHS and cassette tapes. Denison was happy to
report that the county is now able to recycle old books so he
doesn't have to agonize over pulling some out of the rotation.
Meanwhile, Phyllis Hope, a retired high school librarian, sorts
and organizes the children's department.

Early on the day of the sale, trusties from the Monroe County
jail appear in the palm garden along with our book sale coor-
dinator, Lynn Sprogell, and many Friends volunteers. Books are

delivered to tables
labeled with cate-
gory names (see
photo on page
one). At 9:30, the
garden gates open
and shoppers rush
in to find treasures.
Mark your calen-
dars this month for
January 7, 9:30 to
1 pm.

ANATOMY OF A BOOK SALE by Roberta Isleib

Roberta Isleib with her donations Denison shows off the nook Books sorted and stored
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FOKWL LECTURES SERIES 2017 by Mark Hedden
The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the Key West Theater, 513 Eaton Street. 

JANUARY 16 Calvin Trillin has been contributing to the New Yorker since
1963. He writes about murder, food, politics, and culture. Among his many
achievements he coined the term “Sabbath Gasbags” in reference to the pundits
who appear on Sunday morning talk shows. He is also known for his expansive
thoughts on barbecue.
JANUARY 23 Curt Richter is a photographer who splits his time between
Finland and the United States. His most recent book is A Thousand Words:
Portraits from the Key West Literary Seminar. Richter has been visiting Key
West and photographing members of its arts and literary community for close to
a decade. This book is the most recent fruit of those visits.
JANUARY 30 Frank DeFord is a writer and public radio commentator who pri-
marily writes about sports. He has been a writer at Sports Illustrated since 1962,
and a commentator at NPR since 1980. His football-centric novel Everybody’s
All American was made into a movie starring Dennis Quaid and Jessica Lange.
He has also written several novels not centered on the world of sports.
FEBRUARY 6 David Garrard Lowe is a well-known cultural historian, lecturer,
and author of books about great cities and their architecture. His articles have
appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, American Heritage,
House & Garden, City Journal among others. His books include Lost Chicago,
Chicago Interiors, Stanford White’s New York, Art Deco New York, and Beaux
Arts New York.
FEBRUARY 13 Rebecca Wallwork is a writer and editor from Miami Beach. Her
book New Kids on the Block’s Hangin’ Tough is a deep study of the late 1980s
cultural moment inspired by an album that has sold more than 17 million copies.
She will be in Key West for a writer’s residency at the Studios of Key West.
FEBRUARY 20 Alison Lurie is a writer and novelist who has spent her winters
in Key West since the 1980s. She has published ten novels, a book of short sto-
ries, three books of non-fiction, and a number of books of children’s stories. Her
novel Foreign Affairs, which centers on the romantic liaisons of Americans in
England, won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction.
FEBRUARY 27 James Gleick is the author of The Information: A History, a
Theory, a Flood. His first book, Chaos, was a National Book Award and Pulitzer
Prize finalist and a national bestseller. His other books include the best-selling
biographies, Genius: The Life and Science of Richard Feynman and Isaac
Newton, both shortlisted for the Pulitzer Prize. His most recent book Time
Travel examines the porous boundary between pulp fiction and modern physics.
MARCH 6 Eugene Robinson is a columnist for the Washington Post and a well-
known TV pundit. in 2009, he received the Pulitzer Prize for Commentary for
“his eloquent columns on the 2008 presidential campaign that focus on the elec-
tion of the first African-American president, showcasing graceful writing and
grasp of the larger historic picture.” His books include Disintegration: The
Splintering of Black America, Last Dance in Havana, and Coal to Cream: A
Black Man’s Journey Beyond Color to an Affirmation of Race.
MARCH 13 Diana Abu-Jaber was born in Syracuse, New York to an American
mother and a Jordanian father. Her upbringing was the subject of her award-
winning memoir The Language of Baklava. Her latest novel, Birds of Paradise,
won the National Arab American Book Award and was named a top book pick
by the Washington Post, NPR, Chicago Tribune, and the Oregonian. Her most
recent book is the memoir Life Without a Recipe: A Memoir of Food and Family.
MARCH 20 Key West resident Stephen Kitsakos has worked as a theatre writer,
composer, musician, performing arts administrator, director and teacher. He has
written the libretti for the chamber operas The Wooden Sword and The White
Rooster. The first act of his most recent opera, A Thousand Splendid Suns, pre-
miered at the Studios of Key West last year.
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Mark your calendars for 
January 7th, when the 

Friends of the Key West Library 
will hold their next book sale of the

season in the Library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, January 7th
Saturday, February 4th
Saturday, March 4th
Saturday, April 1st

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2017 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Visit the Key West Library:
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 305-292-3595
www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


