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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Just like any other business or non-profit, it takes the good
work of many capable and affable library assistants to make our
library function well. Over the last several months, we’ve wel-
comed three new library assistants to the Key West Library and
I’d like to take a moment to introduce them.

Patrick Birmingham is an avid
reader, a multi-instrumentalist, and
a frequent actor. Originally from
Key West, he has returned after 10
years off the rock to work at the
Key West Library. 

Leo Cabrera came to Key West
as a child from Cuba and worked

as a sergeant for the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice for
many years. He is also a small business owner, has one adult son
and really enjoys the music of Madonna. 

Dana Salinero was born and raised in Key West. She comes
from a long line of conchs, and her family has helped shape some
of Key West’s rich history. Dana, a mother of three, recently
moved back to the island after working 18 years in Atlantic City.
One of her fondest childhood memories is riding bikes with her

WHAT (OR WHO’S) NEW AT THE LIBRARY  
by Michael Nelson

When you read this, the 2015-2016 season of the Friends of the Key
West Library will be drawing to a close.  Our final book sales of the season
will occur on March 5th and April 2nd, weather permitting.  The last in
our series of distinguished speakers will take place at the Key West Theater
on March 14th at 6 pm.  It will be immediately preceded 5:30 pm by the
2016 annual meeting of the members of the Friends.  I hope that all of you
who are here in Key West on that day will plan to attend.  Because of the
change in our fiscal year end to June 30th, final financial results for the
year will appear in the first newsletter of the 2016-2017 season, but as of

this writing, I have every hope that our financial support of the library will continue at the
levels it has over the past several seasons.  A report of our results to date will be presented at
the annual meeting, and we will hold elections for directors.  We welcome your participation
and your feedback.

It has been my pleasure and privilege to serve as the President of the Friends this year.
When I write these letters to you, I do so sitting alone at a table, trying to think of things that
will interest and engage you.  It always comes as a surprise and shock to me, however, when-
ever anyone mentions something that I have written here!
Thank you for your ongoing support.

See you at the library!

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Continued page 2

Kathleen Bratton

2016 Annual Meeting of the Friends 
will be held at 5:30 on March 14, before Meg Cabot’s lecture.

Patrick Birmingham
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from November through March. Please address all 
correspondence to editor, Roberta Isleib at:
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

For the first time in over a decade, a new
Literary Landmark has been installed in Key
West. The bronze plaque pays tribute to David A.
Kaufelt (1939-2014), a novelist and the founder
of the Key West Literary Seminar. It was unveiled
in February during a celebration of Kaufelt’s life
in the Studios of Key West. and will soon be per-
manently installed in front of the library. 

The Literary Landmarks Association was
founded in 1986 to encourage the dedication of
historic literary sites. Since that time, more than
120 Literary Landmarks have been dedicated
across the country. Kaufelt’s plaque brings the
total number of Literary Landmarks in Key West
to seven, giving it more than any city in the
United States except for New York.

As the author of novels including American
Tropic (recently reissued as Florida), founder of
the Key West Literary Seminar, and creator of a
beloved literary walking tour, Kaufelt’s dedica-
tion to Key West’s literary heritage was unrivaled.
Landmarks to Elizabeth Bishop, John Hersey,
and other writers in the island city came about
largely through Kaufelt’s efforts, and it is fitting
that he now joins these historic figures with a
memorial on the streets of Key West. 

The Kaufelt landmark is co-sponsored by the
Monroe County Public Library, the Key West
Literary Seminar, and the Friends of the Key West
Library.

David Kaufelt, photo by Jeffrey Cardenas

mother and coming to the Key West Public Library to check
out books!  

We had over 100 patrons attend our first concert in the
Palm Garden, and our popular Café Con Libros speaker
series continues. All programs will be listed on the library
website—stay tuned! http://www.keyslibraries.org/about-
us/locations/key-west/

WHAT (OR WHO’S) NEW AT
THE LIBRARY CONT.

LITERARY LANDMARK HONORS DAVID A. KAUFELT by Arlo Haskell

Leo Cabrera Dana Salinero

Many people still view the library
as the quiet old dusty place with a
mean, old-looking librarian behind the
desk making a shushing sound. This
image of the library is as old as the
mean librarian behind the
desk.  Libraries today are many more
things to the public. We serve our com-
munities by offering an array of
information, along with providing a

staff that is willing to help our patrons with continuing educa-
tion, computers, resume writing, and job searching. Public
libraries have become community centers that offer not only
educational services, but recreational programming as well.
Many of our programs are based around art, poetry, live music

performances, and diverse cultural celebrations.  Such pro-
grams allow us to grow as One Human Family; as we share our
views and knowledge, we create understanding with one anoth-
er, bonding many cultures and individuals as a community. 

Our next major program in the children’s department, on
March 19th, is our Holi celebration. Holi is a spring festival
also known as the festival of colors or the festival of love. It is
an ancient Hindu festival that celebrates the beginning of
spring. During our program, we will be celebrating Holi with
an Indian cooking demo starting at 1:00 along with Henna tat-
toos. We will end the day with the color festival in our palm
garden (3 pm.) What better way to say goodbye to winter and
welcome in spring by throwing colors at one another? Come
and join the Key West Library staff and patrons as we celebrate
Holi!

LOVE OUR LIBRARY by Patricia Blanco
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FRIENDS OF THE 
LIBRARY LECTURES 2016
Mark Hedden and the lecture series committee have planned a wonderful line-up of
speakers for the 2016 season. 
The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the Key West Theater, 512 Eaton Street. 

MARCH 7 Brewster Chamberlin has written a number of books, including a novel, a
memoir, travelogues, short stories, essays and poetry. During a lengthy career as a profes-
sor and archivist he also authored and coauthored numerous books and articles on 20th
century European history. He is currently working on a series of novels set in Berlin dur-
ing the first half of the 20th century.

He will be discussing his most recent book, The Hemingway Log: A Chronology of
His Life and Times. Drawing on biographies, memoirs, and various Hemingway collec-
tions and websites, as well as the full range of original sources such as letters, fishing logs,
notebooks, and manuscripts, The Hemingway Log presents the most extensive and accu-
rate chronology of Hemingway’s life and times – and in the process clears up many of the
inconsistencies and factual errors that riddle accounts of the writer’s life and work. 

Chamberlin lives in Key West, where he serves as research associate at the Key West
Art and Historical Museum. He recently served on the boards of the Friends of the Key
West Library and the Durrell School of Corfu, Greece, named after the brothers Lawrence
and Gerald Durrell.

MARCH 14  Before heading off to college and declaring a major, Meg Cabot met a
stranger at a party who told her that if she loved writing she shouldn’t study creative writ-
ing, as it would suck the love of it out of her. She listened, majored in art, and while
pursuing her degree had the love of art sucked out of her instead.

After working for ten years as an assistant residence hall director at New York
University, she wrote the Princess Diaries series, which was made into two hit movies by
Disney. While over 25 million copies of Meg’s nearly 80 published books have been sold
in 38 countries, she is most proud of the letters she’s received from fans thanking her for
helping them to overcome their “dislike of reading.”

Cabot’s most recent work is Remembrance, a novel for adults. It is the seventh install-
ment of the Mediator series, which follows the narrator Suze Simon, a woman who can
see and speak to ghosts.

“I started the Mediator series shortly after my dad died ,” she said. “I kept seeing my
dad in the oddest places — and that gave me the idea for the girl in the Mediator series.
She not only sees the dead ghost of her father, but all lost and wandering spirits and helps
them to their final destination.”

Years later, at a party in New York, Cabot met the guy who told her not to major in
creative writing. They are now married and live in Key West.

NOTE: 2016 Annual Meeting of the Friends 
will be held at 5:30 on March 14, before Meg Cabot's lecture.

Meg Cabot

Brewster Chamberlin

“Without the Key West library,
I’m not sure I could have written
this book.” 

– Judy Blume at the 
Friends’ lecture series 2016

Judy Blume, January 25, 2016
Photo by  Michael Blades

“I have great memories of the Key
West Library. I wrote two books
there. May it live forever and may
it be well-funded — immediately
and into the future.”

– Thomas McGuane at the 
Friends’ lecture series 2016

Thomas McGuane, January 11, 2016
Photo by  Michael Blades



Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2016 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Mark your calendars for 
March 5th, and April 2nd, 

when the Friends of the 
Key West Library will hold their last
two book sales of the season in 

the library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALES
Saturday, March5th & April 2nd 

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West, Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.


