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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

“Where are you going, Where have you been?” is not
simply the title of one of fiction’s most anthologized and
much-loved short stories, but two questions any dynamic
and relevant library needs to ponder every new year. 2015
brought new technology into our library, albeit on tempo-
rary loan from the Southwest Florida Library Network,
and the library made front page news with our 3-D printer
demonstrations, allowing our community an opportunity
to see the emerging technology up-close, and even submit
designs for printing.

Our 3rd annual Haunting in the Stacks brought in
hundreds of patrons to see our take on the works of
Stephen King and meander through our elaborate mazes,
gander at our painted faces, and occasionally jump out of
their skin. How many children will now associate the
library with fear and horror? A few, I’d guess, but what
fun we had.

This year also brought numerous and varied author
talks, and next year promises even

AT THE LIBRARY  
by Michael Nelson

Greetings, Friends!   I am so happy to be back at home in Key West.
When someone first learns that I live here, she wants to know what I find
to do—fishing, diving, boating?  I always say I enjoy sitting outside with a
good book!  My time away was much busier than I would have liked, but,
although I did not read as many books as I would have liked, I made my
way through some memorable ones.

Much of my reading related to an amazing trip my husband and I took
to Norway and Russia.  I began with Robert Massie’s Peter the Great: His
Life and World. Massie’s book is gargantuan but as compelling as any

thriller. This led me to Anne Applebaum’s, Gulag:  A History and then to a book that has sat
on my shelf since it was published in 1973, The Gulag Archipelago by Alexander
Solzhenitsyn. Anyone who has any positive statement to make about the Soviet system should
read these books about the Gulag; I cannot emphasize how appalled I was while reading them.

I did manage to squeeze in a few works about Norway, recommended reading for the trip.
Knut Hamsun’s Growth of the Soil relates the story of a subsistence farmer who settles in a
remote area of Norway and manages to build a life and a family. I reread the first volume in
the Kristin Lavransdatter trilogy by Sigrid Undset, another Norwegian Nobel Prize winner.  I
first read this book about thirty-five years ago and remember liking it very much.  This time
not so much; perhaps I am too old for her travails!  I also read Ibsen’s Peer Gynt and a great
compilation of the Norse Myths by Kevin Crossley-Holland.

Sound rather heavy?  I also found time for plenty of mysteries, including the two Smiley
books I hadn’t read, The Honourable Schoolboy and Smiley’s People, new works by Arnaldur
Indridason and Robert Galbraith, and Fatal Reservations by our own Lucy Burdette, among
others.  I also decided to read Dickens in chronological order.  Although serious and depress-
ing books may lie ahead, I read straight through Pickwick Papers with much laughter and
nary a tear.

See you at the library! (And look for a longer version of
Summer Reading on our blog) 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Continued page 2

Kathleen Bratton

Michael Nelson at the 
Halloween Haunted House
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly
from December through April. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at  
1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

NOTE FROM THE CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
by Patricia Blanco

The children’s department will have many special events in December, including the decoration of the
Christmas tree, special programs for toddlers and preschoolers designed for the holidays, and the
Gingerbread Challenge. The Grinch will also be visiting. Rediscover the traditional story How the
Grinch Stole Christmas by the famous Theodor “Dr. Seuss” Geisel. We are so grateful for your sup-
port of all our programs!

Holiday gift dilemma? Books, of course! Suggestions from your Friends Board…
Roberta Isleib suggests VORACIOUS by Cara Nicoletti, a former pastry chef, and now

butcher, who cooked her way through recipes developed from food mentioned in books
she's loved. #foodies #booklovers

Tom Clements recommends EUPHORIA by his daughter-in-law, Lily King, winner of
a Kirkus award for best novel, in the NY Times top ten list last year, and soon to become
a movie. The novel is based on Margaret Mead's experiences as an anthropologist in what
is now Papua New Guinea.

Joanna Schmida recommends this year's well-deserved Pulitzer prize winner, 
THE GOLDFINCH by Donna Tartt. A fascinating story and a mordant social commentary
on the problems many young people face in America today. #adults #teens

Marsha Williams recommends THE BOYS IN THE BOAT: Nine Americans and Their
Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown.  This book cel-
ebrates the University of Washington rowing team—nine working class boys who stormed
the rowing world, transformed the sport, and galvanized the attention of millions of
Americans. 

Charlotte Strickland suggests HOTEL ON THE CORNER OF BITTER AND SWEET
by Jamie Ford, historical fiction with romance and mystery in current and WWII America.
#historicalfiction 

Judith Gaddis recommends Ann Beattie's newest collection of short stories, 
THE STATE WE’RE IN, an insightful, witty, often poignant series of linked stories told in
the voices of women living in Maine.

Mary Taylor suggests David Brooks' ROAD TO CHARACTER, which explores his
ideas of formation of character as revealed in some interesting and flawed men and women.
#history #biography

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT
by Roberta Isleib

more as we continue our Café con Libros series in late January
with author talks each Tuesday and Thursday for two months
and featuring such writers as Lucy Burdette (Key West Food
Critic Mystery series) and poet and author, Rosalind
Brackenbury (Becoming George Sand). We’re also planning
some live musical performances, several educational lectures,

and this month, a holiday party for the kids, Christmas
karaoke, and a visit from a celebrity chef.

Where we’re going this coming year should be reliably fas-
cinating and enriching, and like an old friend, we hope you’ll
come along with us.

AT THE LIBRARY CONT.
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
LECTURES 2016
Judith Gaddis and the lecture series committee have planned a wonderful line-
up of speakers for the 2016 season. The lectures will take place at 6 pm at 
the Key West Theater, 512 Eaton Street. 

JANUARY 11 For many, Thomas McGuane’s novels Panama and Ninety-
Two in the Shade defined the wild ways of Key West in the 1970s. He returns
to the island to read from his latest book of short stories, Crow Fair.

JANUARY 18  Hal Crowther is a widely published journalist and humorist
who writes about politics in the South. His recent biography, An Infuriating
American: The Incendiary Arts of H. L. Mencken, explores the life of one of
the most powerful and controversial journalists of the 20th century.

JANUARY 25  There are few novelists with as strong, dedicated and multi-
generational a following as Judy Blume. She will discuss her last novel In the
Unlikely Event, which is set in the 1950s and was written for adults.

FEBRUARY 1  Robert Richardson has written definitive biographies of
Emerson and Thoreau. Lincoln Perry is a nationally renowned painter and
sculptor. They will discuss and show illustrations from their recent collabora-
tive project centered on The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.

FEBRUARY 8 Prize winning author Ann Beattie is a master of short fiction.
She’ll read from The State We’re In, her brilliant new collection of linked sto-
ries.

FEBRUARY 15  Popular author and cultural historian David Garrard Lowe
offers an illustrated lecture based on the tumultuous life of the French artist
Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, whose fascinating family saga goes back 900
years.

FEBRUARY 22  Rob O’Neal, a staff photographer at the Key West Citizen,
has traveled to Cuba many times for work and pleasure. He will share his
impressions and show photographs from his recent book Cuba Photo Safari.

FEBRUARY 29  Suspense writer Hallie Ephron will read from her newest
novel Night, Night, Sleep Tight, full of riveting plot twists and set in the
tawdry glamour of old Hollywood.

MARCH 7  Author and historian Brewster Chamberlin has compiled The
Hemingway Log: A Chronology of His Life and Times. It’s an important
resource for literary scholars, as well as a fascinating read for Papa fans.

MARCH 14  Meg Cabot, author of the popular Princess Diaries, has pub-
lished over 80 novels written for kids, tweens, teens, and adults. She’ll talk
about her multi-tiered career including her newest title, Remembrance, a
romantic thriller for adults.
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Join The Friends of the Key West Library
You can join Online at:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org
or by completing and returning this 2016 Membership Application.
■ $1000 Publisher       ■ $250 First Edition        ■ $50 Novel
■ $500   Scholar           ■ $100 Best Seller           ■ $25 Short Story
Name(s) ____________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:   The Friends of the Key West Library
Return check and application to: The Friends of the Key West Library
                                                1025 Fleming Street
                                                Key West, FL 33040

The Friends of the Monroe County Library in Key West, Florida, Inc. is a qualified
501(C)3 charitable organization registered in the state of Florida (license #CH30134).
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the
division of consumer services by calling toll-free 1-800-435-7352 within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Mark your calendars for 
December 5th, and January 9th, 

when the Friends of the Key West
Library will hold their next book sales 

in the Library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, December 5th

Saturday, January 9th (2nd Saturday) 
from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-
7352) within the state. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval, or recommenda-
tion by the State. Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.




