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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Patricia Blanco, the senior Youth
Services librarian, is a proud Conch, who’s
only left the  state of Florida twice. She
began working as a volunteer in the Youth
Services  Department ten years ago, when
she was 14. Once she graduated from FKCC
for Early  Childhood Education, she was
officially hired for part-time position, and is
now  continuing her education towards her
MLS.   

RI: Tell us about some of your library
programs:

PB: I’m excited to announce the library
will host its very first “Holi” program.
What  better way to welcome the spring
than by dowsing your

SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF  
by Patricia Blanco with Roberta Isleib

So many books, so little time!  How do you decide what to read next?
I collect lists.  My mother instilled this practice in me by cutting out lists
of books  from newspapers or magazines, both for herself and for us chil-
dren.  I suspect that  many of the classics I read as a teenager came from
such lists. But one that I would never have otherwise read and that pro-
foundly affected me was John Gunther’s  Death Be Not Proud, a
heart-rending work about the death of his teenage son. 

My adult collection of lists began just after my 26 year old daughter
was born.  I  have always been an avid reader of mysteries and had the

good fortune to live in  Manhattan where there were several bookstores devoted to the genre.
I stumbled  across the Copperfield Checklist of mysteries written before 1950. Many of the
entries were either award winners or taken from other famous mystery lists like the Queen’s
Quorum and Haycraft’s cornerstones of detective fiction.  I had  discovered both a guide to
my exploration of these earlier works and a way to keep track of what I had already read or
owned.  How many of us, after all, have  purchased the same book repeatedly?

In the new millennium, the Modern Library put out lists of the 100 best works of  20th
century English fiction and non-fiction. Other organizations, disputing the  selection, put out
alternate lists.  The Central and East European Publishing  Project, discerning that geopoliti-
cal divisions before the demise of the Soviet  Union had interrupted the normal flow of ideas,
came up with a list of the books  that had most influenced the West since World War II.  The
New York Times selected the best 25 American novels since 1950.  Harold Bloom listed the
Western canon.  I am a sucker for books in which writers talk about reading books.  I am
enchanted by Phyllis Rose’s scheme to read all the books on a particular shelf in  the library.
I now have a notebook filled with lists. 

How should I navigate these possibilities?  A list of lists!  Several years ago I  began keep-
ing a list of what I read. I start the year by making a list of categories— about 30 in all,
including history, science, travel, humor, short stories, science  fiction, etc. My goal for the
year is to read at least one of each.  To my 2015 list of  categories I have just added one for
books by lecturers at our Friends of the Library Series.  I allow myself one mystery for every
other book I read.  Do you know any  lists I should be
exploring? See you at the library! Kathleen Bratton
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
December through April. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

friends - and complete strangers - with colored powder and
water? That’s exactly what happens during “Holi”, a spring
festival most popularly celebrated in India and Nepal. This
event, often referred to as the  Festival of Colors, celebrates the
beginning of spring. During February’s Story Time, the  pre-
schoolers celebrated National “Feed a Bird Day,” where I gave
an introduction to  birds and what birds eat. We also held a
Valentine’s Day Dance Party, so the kids could  learn social
concepts like taking turns and playing by the rules. This was so
cute! For  tweens and teens, our Anti-Valentine’s Day Poetry
Slam encouraged kids to be creative  by writing poetry. Each
participant wrote, read, or sang or acted out their own work

with  props and a microphone.  You can find pictures of our
events on our Facebook page,  which is also linked to our
library web page. 

RI: What do you like most about your job? 
PB: I love being creative and teaching children. But what I

love most is watching kids  enjoying our library, realizing that
they can have constructive fun in a safe environment  outside
their home. I’ve tried my hardest to create a special place where
children can  hang out and be themselves with no worries.
Honestly, the children’s department could  not put on such pro-
grams without the continuous support and help from the
Friends. The  kids and I thank you!

SPOTLIGHT ON  VOLUNTEERS
by Jeane and John Garment with Roberta Isleib

Jeane and John Garment are regular volunteers at the book
sale and the lecture series. They enjoy talking to visitors from
all over and welcoming them to our special island. We asked
them why they volunteer…and why they choose to support the
library.

Jeane: Supporting libraries is very important to me, always
has been. I have served as a trustee of the White Plains (NY)
public library and as president of the library Foundation. Key
West is our second home, so becoming a volunteer seemed
basic to our lives here.  

I remember going to my first library as a preschooler with
my mother. It was a branch library of the New York City pub-
lic library, housed in the basement of an old building in
Inwood. And my first book was mainly pictures of Chinese
kids and opened a new world to me. I can still see that book. 

John: We both have a history of volunteering, delivering
for Meals-on-Wheels in White Plains and helping out at the
Denver Art Museum. I also served on the Zoning and Planning
Boards for 25 years. You meet a lot of interesting people, make
friends of some, and give back to the communities that support
you.  

Reading begins my every day; libraries have always pro-
vided the material. In summer, we live next to the main Denver
Public Library, a huge and wonderful source.  

The Garments both grew up around New York City. John
spent 45 years in the study and practice of Architecture, retir-

ing when his employees told him he had to use a computer
rather than a pencil to draw. Jeane is a retired Editor from
Readers Digest. They have been married 50 years, and have
two kids who live in Denver.

Jeane and John Garment

Friends of the Library’s BOOK SALE in the Palm Garden
March 7, 2015 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! facebook.com/FriendsOfTheKeyWestLibrary

PATRICIA BLANCO   Continued
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FOL LECTURE SERIES 2015
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the world of books, 
art, and ideas.
The lectures will take place at the series’ temporary location, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
401 Duval St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

MARCH 2
Edward Hower writes novels, essays and travel articles. To date he  has published eight

novels, two collections of stories, and, most recently,  What Can You Do: Personal Essays and
Travel Writing.

Much of his work  reflects his curiosity about remote parts of the world and exotic places
where he has spent extended  time—especially India, where many of his stories and essays are
set. 

This evening Edward Hower will talk about his newest  collection of essays and read
excerpts.  One in particular, “Living  Dangerously,” is a compelling take on his experience
teaching writing to  inmates in a maximum  security prison in upstate  New York.  

MARCH 9
Mark Childress, author of seven hilarious novels set in the South,  will read from person-

al favorites—Georgia Bottoms, Crazy in Alabama— and talk about his experiences on the way
to popular and critical acclaim.  

Childress is the author of seven novels, often set in the South. He was born  in
Monroeville, Alabama, the same town—he likes to point out—that Harper  Lee wrote about
in To Kill a Mockingbird.

His first novel, A World Made of  Fire, published in 1984, was set in Alabama at the turn
of the century. This  book launched his career and enabled him to continue writing fiction full-
time. In addition to his novels, he has written three picture books for  children. 

He is working on a new novel and a film project.

MARCH 16 
Historian and novelist Les Standiford has written twenty books,  including his John Deal

suspense novels. 
In recent years, he has based his  work on real life news stories and historical events.

Bringing Adam Home is  the true story of a kidnapping in Miami that gripped the nation. 
Last Train to Paradise is a factual account of Henry Flagler and the building of the

Overseas Railroad to Key West. 
In his lecture, he’ll discuss his latest work,  Desperate Sons, a historical political thriller

that explores the roles of a  group of young activists known as the Sons of Liberty. John
Hancock,  Samuel Adams and Patrick Henry were among the secret bands of radicals who
were responsible for some of the most notorious events leading up to  the American
Revolution.

MARCH 23
Lou Harris in conversation with Richard Grusin. The Dean of  public opinion polls will

share his views on important national and  international issues. 
For more than half a century Mr. Harris ran one of the  best-known polling organizations

of his time. His highly respected studies have influenced elections, public policy, and important
social issues. 

In  1994, he retired to become an independent consultant. He continues to  contribute to
magazines, newspapers and television. He has been a  commentator on CNN and National
Public Radio and has appeared on  Nightline. 

These days at age 94 he is writing his memoir.

Edward Hower

Mark Childress

Les Standiford

Lou Harris

                               



Membership Application
2014 - 2015

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Mark your calendars for 
March 7, when the 

Friends of the Key West Library 
will hold their next book sale in the

Library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, March 7th 

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                                                       


