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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

When Molly Shallow was serving her first term on the Friends of
the Library Board, she was assigned to jobs such as tracking volunteer
hours, and fundraising. She did her best with these duties, but neither
hit the sweet spot of her strengths and interests. “I ought to come up
with a job that I would enjoy and the Friends would like,” she thought.
During one meeting, as the Friends were complaining about donations
of too many books, she got the idea of taking books to ships. 

Molly has been distributing books to ships for over ten years. The
idea was a natural progression from her interests and history. “My hus-
band and I did a lot of cruising—we lived on a sailboat and eventually
settled in Key West in 1992. He went to Harvard law school, but he
hated it—he said he’d never go into another library. But then the war
came and he was drafted into the Coast Guard, where he served for five
years.” She brought him many books over those years. From her condo
in Key West, she watched ships coming into the harbor and wondered
if they, too, needed something to read.

MOLLY SHALLOW TAKES BOOKS TO SHIPS  
by Roberta Isleib

I have a thing about books: books as physical objects, books qua books.
I’m not sure when it started exactly, but at this point an environment bereft of
books creates in me a deep sense of unease. On the night table next to my bed
are two piles of books; there are three more piles on my dresser and another
in the room where I sew. When I read, of course, I prefer a book. There is
something about opening one, holding it in my hands, turning the pages. What
does the paper feel like—is it heavy or like onion skin? And the font, the type
size? Do they carry me along or do I struggle? Sometimes, I surreptitiously skip
ahead (or even peek at the very end) to see what’s coming, and if I need to go

back, it’s easy to flip through the pages to find what I’m searching for.  I also like to read the news-
paper in print. I like the way my eyes scan the pages and the way the articles are arranged; I like
seeing the ads. I feel annoyed when the editors try to arrange the page so that it looks like some-
thing on the internet. When I need to look up a word or check a pronunciation, I prefer to do it
in a dictionary, not online. I want to see all the definitions and the etymology. I always take the
opportunity to scan the page for related words or just something that catches my eye.

My husband rarely opens a book these days. That is not to say that he doesn’t read: he does—
but nearly everything he reads is in an electronic format. I just received the latest version of Kindle
for Christmas, yet I always try to pack a few books in my suitcase and carry one with me on the
train or airplane when I travel, preferably a long one that will see me through any unexpected
delays. I just don’t seem to enjoy the act of reading as much on a screen.

Not too long ago there was an article in the New York Times book review about the triumph
of the codex over the scroll. The whole manner in which information could be accessed was radi-
cally changed. No longer was one forced to start at the beginning and proceed in a linear fashion
by rolling the scroll. A codex can be opened at any point and can be read in any order. It can be
easily indexed. I know you can “mark” important passages in in e-book, but what if you don’t
know the passage is important at the time you first read it!

One’s books are one’s life story. When we sold our place in Manhattan and made Key West
our permanent residence, I gave away 40 boxes of books. I tried to choose ones that I had read
and that I thought I would have no occasion to return to, but each decision was difficult. I am
already replacing them, patching those holes.

See you at the library! Kathleen Bratton

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Molly at Port of Key West
Photos by Marny Heinan
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
December through April. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

After getting the go-ahead
for the books to ships pro-
gram, at first Molly used her
experience with her grandsons
and husband to imagine the
kinds of books the sailors
might like. She also talked
with the men themselves and
found they preferred nonfic-
tion, biographies of sports
heroes, thrillers, and adven-
ture stories. 

Because of tightened secu-
rity after 9/11, Molly joined

the Navy League and was able to get a dock pass to make her
deliveries. She takes bags of books to the Trumbo Point base two
or three times a week, often after she’s spotted a ship in the har-
bor. Like a doctor, she carries two
bags at the ready in her car. “They are
always amazed that they don’t have to
return the books to the library,” she
says as she shows the Friends of the
Key West Library bookplate inside
one of her donations.

She grins as she flips through the
pile of articles that have been written
about her program over the years.
“When you’re happy in your job, it’s
a pleasure.

SPOTLIGHT ON  VOLUNTEERS
by Joe Kennedy as told to Pat Kennedy

Joe Kennedy, Jr. came to Key West in 2003 “for a weekend”
but quickly decided to become more involved in our vibrant com-
munity – especially during the winter when frigid temperatures in
Boston discourage an active life. Joe became a volunteer on the
Internet Help Desk in 2010.

Why did you decide to volunteer? Libraries have always been
an important to me – as an avid reader, a card holder, a trustee, a
supporter, and now as a volunteer. 

I got my first library card at the Milton (Massachusetts)
Public Library after starting the first grade when I was able to ful-
fill the only requirement of a card holder – the ability to write my
own name. I was an active consumer of their books, as were my
parents and sisters as so many were in those days before electron-
ic communications. After a U. S. Navy tour, I moved back to
Milton and soon was elected as a trustee of the Milton Public
Library. As a physician, I have also been deeply involved in
libraries dedicated to medicine. I am a trustee of the Boston
Medical Library at the Harvard Medical School.

What role do you play? I assist patrons with all-things-com-
puters. A primary responsibility is ensuring that patrons have
equal access to computers. There are never enough computers for
the demand. 

I’ve had a lot of interests in my life – books and libraries, of
course – but early on developed an affinity for computers, a natu-
ral progression from my first academic interest in mathematics.

My son Joe III introduced me to the digital world. He had
failed typing in high school but discovered the wonders of a for-
giving computer keyboard while in college. We began
collaborating on learning how to use the machines and learning
programming languages. Eventually I was able to write a simple
program using BASIC that computed the day of the week for any
given date in any given year. The program was based on calcula-

tions devised by Lewis
Carroll, the author of
Alice in Wonderland.
(Both Carroll and the
developer of BASIC, a
president of
Dartmouth College,
were mathematicians.)

Who do you help?
People need ready
access to the Internet
these days – tax forms,
boarding passes,
unemployment filings
and so much more. Even well into the 21st century, many people
have no computer at home or have had little experience, especial-
ly when using an unfamiliar computer or system. Sometimes, all a
patron needs is just help logging onto the Internet. 

Do you enjoy volunteering? It’s very gratifying. I’ve also truly
enjoyed working with the very competent and dedicated library
staff. I am constantly impressed with how patient and helpful they
are to all patrons. That can’t be easy when they don’t always have
the time and resources that would make their jobs easier.

What else do you love about the Library? The book sale and
the always interesting Monday evening lecture series produced by
the Friends of the Key West Library.

More about Joe: Joe Kennedy, a retired neonatologist who has
lived most of his life in the Greater Boston area, lives in the South
End of Boston with his wife Pat. They spend the winter months in
Key West. Joe shares his love of reading by presenting his wife (1),
children (7), their spouses (7) and grandchildren (16) including Joe
IV with many thoughtfully chosen books throughout the year.

Joe Kennedy Jr. with wife Pat

MOLLY SHALLOW... Continued
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FOL LECTURE SERIES 2015
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the world of books, 
art, and ideas.The lectures will take place at 6 pm at the new home of the Studios of Key West,
533 Eaton Street.

FEBRUARY 9  Dorothy Parker: Poet, Critic, Algonquin Wit.
David Garrard Lowe is a well-known cultural historian, lecturer, and author of books

about great cities and their architecture.  His program will center on poet-satirist Dorothy
Parker who once said: “The first thing I do in the morning is brush my teeth and sharpen my
tongue.” Parker wrote for Vogue, Vanity Fair and The New Yorker, and was a key member of
the celebrated group of New York City writers, critics and actors who held court at the famous
Algonquin Hotel Round Table in the 1920’s.

Mr. Lowe’s articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal,
American Heritage, House & Garden, City Journal among others. His books include Lost
Chicago, Chicago Interiors, Stanford White’s New York, Art Deco New York, and Beaux Arts
New York. He is President of the Beaux Arts Alliance, an organization founded to celebrate
the many cultural links between the United States and France. In 2012 The French government
honored David Lowe with the insignia of Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres.  

FEBRUARY 16  Words and Pictures
Jonathan Santlofer began exhibiting artwork in the late 70’s and quickly gained recogni-

tion.  His career was cut short when a gallery fire destroyed 10 years of artwork. He turned
inward and began to write a novel. The Death Artist became a world-wide best seller translat-
ed in nineteen languages.  It is currently being adapted for the screen.

Four more novels followed, two of them winning the prestigious Nero Wolfe Award for
best crime novel of the year. Santlofer then returned to painting,  creating abstract pieces known
for their complexity. His works have appeared in over 100 exhibitions, and can be found in col-
lections at the Art institute of Chicago, the Metropolitan Museum  in New York and the
Institute of Contemporary Art in Tokyo. He is currently working on a new thriller and an illus-
trated novel for children. He’ll read passages from recent work, talk about process, and show
slides of his drawings and paintings.

FEBRUARY 23  A Musical Journey
Larry Smith began playing piano at the age of four and started to play the clarinet profes-

sionally in his dad’s band by the age of 12. After  graduating with a  BS in Music Education
from Mansfield University in Pennsylvania, he taught music in the New York State Public
School System.

In the sixties he began to pursue a career in music full time, Along with bookings at the
piano, he has worked as a bandleader, a side man, song writer, arranger and a producer. He has
been performing withe his wife, singer/songwriter Christine Cordone, since 1978 when they met
as recording artists on the Columbia Record Label. They have lived and performed in Key West
since 1991, and have produced  a new CD–Key West Island Night–a musical journey around
the Island.  

Mr. Smith will talk about his career at the keyboard and play a selection from  the Great
American Songbook as well as other styles of music from jazz to classical that have influenced
his own original compositions. 

MARCH 2  “Writing Dangerously”
After author Edward Hower graduated from Cornell University in 1963, he lived in East

Africa for three years, where he taught high school, sang in local nightclubs, and wrote his first
novel, The New Life Hotel.

Returning to the U.S., he earned a master’s degree in anthropology from the University of
California doing field work among Los Angeles street gangs. Over the years he has worked with
delinquents, troubled kids, runaways, and has used some of those experiences in his books.

To date he  has published eight novels, two collections of stories, and, most recently, What
Can You Do: Personal Essays and Travel Writing. Much of  his work reflects his curiosity
about  remote parts of the world and exotic places where he has spent extended  time—espe-
cially India where many of his stories and essays are set.

Edward Hower will talk about his newest collection of essays, including his take on his
experience teaching writing to inmates  in a maximum  security prison in upstate  New York.

David Lowe

Jonathan Santlofer

Larry Smith

Edward Howar

                                         



Membership Application
2014 - 2015

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

Mark your calendars for 
February 7, when the 

Friends of the Key West Library 
will hold their next book sale in the

Library’s Palm Garden at 
700 Fleming Street. 

Every dollar raised during the sale
goes directly back to your library.

BOOK SALE
Saturday, February 7th 

from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                                                      


