
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
I thank the Friends of the Library for the opportunity to have

served on the board, and as president of this extraordinary organiza-
tion.  The dedication of the Friends board and volunteers makes it
possible for the Friends to provide significant financial support to the
programs of the Key West Library as it continues to serve the entire
community.  It also makes possible the continued success of our Palm
Garden book sales, and the annual Friends of the Library lecture series,
hallmarks of Friends efforts to maintain and increase public interest in
the Key West Library.

My dad had a phrase he used when he was ready to leave a party
or tell his guests when the party was over.  “Say goodnight to these nice

people.”  Well, it is time for me to say goodnight to all of you nice people.  I have enjoyed my
role as president, and as our term limits require, it is time for anoth-
er fortunate individual to experience the rewards of this service. Bob Miller
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SNAPSHOT DAY  
by Nancy Howanitz

MARCH 2014

THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

This year Snapshot Day was held on Wednesday January 22, 2014.
A Snapshot Day provides librarians an understanding of what our
patrons do here, what they want available here, and what is needed in
our library, by collecting one-day statistics.  

And the results are in. During a single day at the Key West head-
quarters branch of the Monroe County Public Library system:
748 people visited the library 
630 items were checked out
185 people used a public computer
83 people used our Wi-Fi connection
15 tax questions were asked

20 people used unemployment and job seekers assistance
6 people asked about computer classes
312 answers to reference questions were given
124 phone questions were answered
5 students received homework help 
17 youths used the children's computers 
45 children attended a library program
15 young Adults (13-18) attended a library program
75 adults (over 18) attended a library program 
9 new library cards issued
33 comments received 
7 volunteers served 10 hours
10 phone calls were answered
1 email question was answered 
16 in house questions were answered
2 staff volunteered for 5 hours

Its official: Our Patrons love our library! Go to flalib.org for more information.
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Roberta Isleib. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

by Roberta Isleib
Having just taken over as editor of the FOKWL newslet-

ter from veteran Jane Newhagen (thanks Jane!), I wanted to
get to know some of board members. What better way than to
ask what they’re reading? I thought you’d enjoy listening in…

Sandy Stover: My wife and I are both reading Peter
Millar’s Slow Train to Guantanamo--because we have old fam-
ily connections to Cuba, friends from Cuba, remembrances of
a trip to Cuba, and wonderings about what a train-ride down
the middle of Cuba would really be like.

Arlo Haskell: I’m reading Dave Eggers’ What is the What,
a heartwrenching, funny, compassionate, and formally intrigu-
ing novel which presents itself as the autobiography of
Valentino Achak Deng, one of the “lost boys” who fled the
wars of South Sudan during the 1990s. I’m down to my last
online renewal and finally nearing the final chapters, so it’ll be
back on the shelves of Fleming St. soon.

Marny Heinen: I’m reading Sword of Honor by Evelyn
Waugh, a trilogy spanning WWII, somber and yet a brilliant
comedy. You might ask why? The October 6 edition of “The
Week Magazine” published a list of Richard Dawkin’s five
favorite books.  I was determined to take a look at how that
brilliant, quirky atheist thinks.  Since his The Selfish Gene had
slipped by me, I began there.  Then moved on to his choices:
Red Strangers by Elizabeth Huxley; Dark Universe by Daniel
Galouye;  Uncle Fred in the Springtime by P.G. Wodehouse;
finally- Pluto’s Republic by Peter Medawar.  And here is where
the Key West Library comes in--- this one is Out of Print!
Where can I get it?  Go to the library, of course.

Kathleen Bratton: I’ve just finished The Sleepwalkers:
How Europe Went to War in 1914 by Christopher Clark.
2014 is the centennial of the start of the First World War.  At
my suggestion, my old book group in New York has decided
to devote the year to the literature of the war.  I try to keep up
with them and read this book for background as there has
been considerable new scholarship on the origins of the war.
Although my old book group normally reads only fiction, they
decided to begin the year with Robert Graves’ Goodbye to All
That and February’s choice is A Farewell to Arms.

Mary Sheerin: I just completed Rohatan Mistry’s classic
novel on India after the division, A Fine Balance. While the
book was relentlessly tragic in its portrayal of a vast swath of
Indians from every level of life, it nonetheless is a vivid and
accurate depiction, drawn in terms of individual lives, of this
crucial period.  Painful, but rich in insight.

Prue Churchill: Currently on my Kindle or stacked up or
recently read are Before They Pass Away, Jimmy Nelson,
Trapped in Key West by Peter M. Bacle, Tropical Quests by
Wesley Sizemore, Thinking Fast and Slow by Kahneman, and

Cod by Kurgan Sky. And a must have book for all women to
read again and again to to give to all younger women they
know, When Everything Changed by Gail Collins.

Tom Clements: Currently reading - or at least falling
asleep to - Wired by Douglas Richards. Regardless of it’s liter-
ary merit which is modest, it does have enough action to delay
Morpheus by at least a bit before dozing off. This is more than
I can say for many other Kindle $0.99 selections. It’s interest-
ing that I had to work to find out the book title and author
that I was reading. Once you’ve started a book, the Kindle
opens up directly into the last page you read. The Title and
Author never show up again without making a concerted
effort to go back to the home page. This is the exact opposite
of a print book where the first thing you see every time you
pick it up is the cover with title and author.

Margaret Ciardi: I’ve just finished Sweet Tooth by Ian
McEwan. The story was slow-a bit of a slog, actually-but I
enjoy McEwan’s writing style, both his use of language and the
rhythm and complexity of his sentences. The book has a sur-
prise ending but by the time I got there, I didn’t much care
about it. I also read McEwan’s Atonement, which has beauti-
ful language and a good story. 

Molly Shallow: Searching among donated books for the
Coast Guard and Navy visiting ships, I’ve found gems for
myself to read before packing them into the big gift bags.
Among some favorites:  Drawing Conclusions by Donna Leon,
one of a series of crime novels taking place in Venice.  I enjoyed
The Piano Shop by Thad Carhart and Muriel Barbery’s The
Elegance of the Hedgehog. I’ve learned a lot about books
since volunteering at the library. 

Jane Newhagen: I am reading Children’s and Household
Tales by The Brothers Grimm. It’s for a Coursera.org class in
Fantasy and Science Fiction and it’s fascinating to read the
early versions of our favorite fairy tales like Cinderella and
Red Riding Hood. A moral of the stories is stay away from
wolves, but if other animals start talking to you, listen.

Joyce Drake: I recently enjoyed reading The Garden of
Evening Mists, a novel by Tan Twan Eng set in post-World
War II Malaysia.  A newly-retired judge works through her
painful memories of war survival, the creation of a formal
Japanese garden, and a lifetime of friendships full of moral
ambiguity.  It all happens in a lushly beautiful tropical setting
that seethes with political turmoil.

And Roberta again: I loved Sujata Massey’s The Sleeping
Dictionary, coming-of-age historical fiction set in India during
the 1930’s. Next up, Wally Lamb’s We Are Water. See you at
the book sale and every Monday night through March 17!

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
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FOL LECTURE SERIES 2014
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the world of books, 
art, and ideas. Programs take place at the Studios of Key West historic armory building, 
600 White Street. Seating begins at 5:30 p.m. Programs start promptly at 6 p.m.

MARCH 3  Dr. Brian Latell is a longtime Cuba analyst and author of two books on the Castro
regime. He also teaches, lectures, consults and has frequently advised U.S. and foreign policy-
making organizations. He will speak on The Castro Brothers and Cuba: What next? Topics to
be addressed are Raul Castro’s  economic reforms, Castro himself (not to be counted out yet)
and the outlook for improved Cuba/U.S. relations.

He has served at Georgetown as an adjunct professor lecturing on Latin America and
American foreign policy, and also served 35 years in the CIA and the National Intelligence
Council. He advised White House officials  and members of Congress on Latin American devel-
opments. Cuba is his specialty. Currently, he serves as Senior Research Associate at the Institute
for Cuban and Cuban American Studies at the University of Miami where he teaches as an
adjunct professor.

Latell is the author of two books on Cuba, After Fidel explores Raul Castro’s role in the
government and The future of Cuba’s Revolution. and he is under contract for a third.  His
newest book, Castro’s Secrets, centers on Cuban intelligence, the CIA and the assassination of
President Kennedy.

MARCH 10 Key West resident Hy Conrad is the author of popular mystery fiction and is best
known as one of the original scriptwriters for the quirky ground-breaking TV detective series,
Monk. He worked on the show for all eight seasons, the final two as Co-Executive Producer.
The show received three Edgar Nominations from the Mystery Writers of America for “Best TV
Series.”

In addition, he has written numerous books of crime puzzles as well as hundreds of short
stories and ten books of short whodunits which have been sold around the world in fourteen
languages. His first full-length comedy/mystery play, Home Exchange, opened at the
Waterfront Playhouse in Key West in May 2012. That same year, he wrote a humorous book,
Things Your Dog Doesn’t Want You to Know.

Most recently he began a series of full length novels featuring the quirky detective of TV
fame. Mr. Monk Helps Himself was published in June 2013, and his second, Mr. Monk Gets On
Board, came out this past January. He will speak about transferring a beloved TV character into
books. 

MARCH 17  Lou Harris is known as the dean of American pollsters. For more than half a cen-
tury he ran one of the best-known polling organizations of his time. His highly respected studies
have influenced elections,  public policy,  important social issues and have helped shape America
as we know it today.

During his long career in the business world, Mr. Harris conducted international studies in
areas of finance, computer technology and telecommunications.  Between 1974 and 1997, he
conducted investigations for Newsweek, Time and the American Council for the Arts among
other clients. His polls have influenced an entire cross-section of American life in areas of race relations, gun control, educa-
tion and athletics. His work has also had an important effect on Social Security policy, childcare legislation and the decision to
ban atmospheric nuclear tests.

When John F. Kennedy ran for President in 1960, Mr. Harris was called in to do the polling. He served the same function
for Lester Pearson when he ran for Prime Minister of Canada. His expertise helped elect senators, governors, mayors and
numerous public officials. He has served both parties of Congress on a pro bono basis dealing with public opinion on major
political issues.

In 1994, Harris retired to become an independent consultant. He continues to serve on advisory boards and is a popular
contributor to magazines, newspapers and television. At age 93, he is writing his memoir. Bravo Lou Harris! He will talk about:
Whatever happened to the Pursuit of Excellence?

Dr. Brian Latell

Hy Conrad

Lou Harris

Friends of the Key West Library annual meeting will be held on 
March 17, at 5:45 pm, directly before the presentation by Lou Harris.

                                  



Membership Application
2014 - 2015

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

Saturday, March 1, 2014
Saturday, April 5, 2014

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                                                  


