
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
It’s 9 a.m. on a Saturday Palm Garden Book Sale.  Many hunters

and gatherers are already queuing up for the event.  They are patient
and civil.  At 9:30 a.m. the iron gates swing open and the sale is on.
They stroll into the Palm Garden.  Twenty 8-foot tables are arranged
throughout the garden, each table identified by its book category.
Fiction and non-fiction, children's, cooking, hobbies – you name it, and
there is a category to aid you in your search.  If you are an experienced
hunter-gatherer, you already know where to start your hunt.  Each
book category is in its same assigned location at each sale.

Did all this happen by accident?  Well, no.  By magic? Of sorts.
Once again, volunteer power works its magic. Two hours earlier the
heavy tables were carried from storage and set up at their designated

places.  Then the books, some 2000 of them, began their journey.  As the book parade streams
from storage to tables, it reminds me of Duka's The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, but not as frantic.
There was a time when many more of us had the strength, endurance, and backs to do this
heavier work.  We have been promoted to other essential tasks – cashiers, consolidation and
replenishment of book tables, assisting hunters and gatherers who have lost their trail through
the vast book forest.  Volunteers work one or both of two “shifts” or parts of shifts.

You may be wondering who is doing the heavy part of the set-up and take-down.  If you
peek through the Palm Garden fence before or after the sale you will see several young men
in orange attire identifying them as occupants of the Monroe County jail.  These are prison-
er trusties provided by the County to assist in this task.  We are grateful to the County for
helping us get the sales under way on schedule, and before the eager
hunters and gatherers get too restless. Bob Miller
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Nancy Howanitz is the new Administrator for the Monroe County
Library Headquarters -- best known to most of us as the Key West
Library. Nancy has been on the library staff since 1988. "I've worked in
every department, including Florida History and tech services," she
says. Most recently, she was the Senior Children's Librarian. During her
many years of service, she has been certified in various library-related
fields for both Adult and Youth Services and has implemented numer-
ous successful library-related programs and outreach programs.

Nancy comes from a long line of Conchs. She has two wonderful
sons, Donovan and James, and a seven-year-old Puggle named Sarge.
She likes to read, walk, and fish and is open to new adventures. “I love

my family, love my friends, love my job, and what I love to do most is just sit around my pool
laughing with family and friends. Family values are very important to me,” she says. “At the
library, my primary goals are to create more community awareness of the library and to get
more people in here, establishing more visible Friends of the Library relations, and updating
services for our patrons.”

“I am convinced Nancy will be an outstanding leader for the Key West Library staff and
an exemplary ambassador for us with the Key West community,” said Norma Kula, Director
of the Monroe County Public Library system.

NEW ADMINISTRATOR 
by Jane Newhagen

JANUARY 2014

THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Watch for the new indoor Friends of the Library
book sale area in the quiet section of the library.

Nancy Howanitz
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
While there are several different opportunities for vol-

unteers at the Key West Library, we particularly need help at
the Internet desk. This involves a two-hour commitment
each week. As an Internet volunteer, you'll assign patrons to
one of the free computers, answer simple questions and,
when you don’t know the answers, refer patrons to staff
members who will assist them. 

Other opportunities include:
• Shelving returned books (any time), helping Tom

Hambright in the Florida History Department (copying var-
ious historical documents and images), and assisting in the
children’s room (shelving).Training is provided for each of
these volunteer opportunities.

• Helping with the book sales, which are held on the
first Saturday of each month from December through April.
This involves carrying books from the storeroom and/or
straightening books on the tables, answering questions
about the locations of various genres and prices, and some-

times cashiering. Shifts are generally from 9:30-11:30 or
11:30-2:00. We also need volunteers who can come early to
help us set up and/or stay after the sale to help put things
away.

• Assisting at the Friends of the Library Lecture Series at
the Studios of Key West. Lectures are held on Monday
evening from 5:00-7:00 for 10 consecutive weeks beginning
in January.

Please email Margaret Ciardi (Margaret@folkw.org) to
let her know which opportunities are of interest to you.
She’ll contact you to answer your questions and arrange for
orientation and training. 

Our volunteers devote hundreds of hours to the
library. We have fun, work hard, and enjoy the company of
people who love books and other media. Thank you so
much for your time and interest in our library. 

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

by Margaret Russell Ciardi
The Friends of the Key West Library is honored to recognize Mary

Taylor as our Unsung Hero for 2014. Mary has devoted countless hours to
our book sales and lecture series. She is our “go to” person.  Whenever we
need extra help or someone to cover for another volunteer, Mary steps in
and does whatever is needed, while gracing us with her wonderful smile. 

Mary has been volunteering for the Friends of the Key West Library for
several years because “she believes in the library, which provides outstand-
ing services to the community and wonderful programs for its patrons.”
Further, Mary enjoys the purposefulness of the book sales and lectures. She
“loves mingling with books and people and getting the right books to the
right people.” In addition, Mary finds volunteering at the lecture series both
educational and interesting. You will see Mary, week after week, collecting
donations at the end of the lectures, distributing programs, helping people
find seats, and pitching in wherever she is needed. Her husband, Walter, a
retired Episcopal priest, often accompanies Mary. He too volunteers at the
lectures and book sales, helping out with a variety of tasks. 

Mary began coming to Key West in the 1980’s. She spends the summers
in the Berkshires in Massachusetts and winters in Key West. Mary has
devoted much of her life to service. She began teaching English and history
in middle and high schools in 1960. In Key West, she has volunteered for
the Literacy Volunteers of America, the Old Island Restoration Foundation,
and the Women’s Club. While retired from teaching, Mary is still active
working with her husband, facilitating conferences for retiring priests and
their spouses. 

Watch for Mary at the book sales and lectures. You’ll know her by her
warm smile and gracious demeanor. Many thanks for all you do, Mary. 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY UNSUNG HERO FOR 2014
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FOL LECTURE SERIES 2014
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the world of books, 
art, and ideas. Programs take place at the Studios of Key West historic armory building, 
600 White Street. Seating begins at 5:30 p.m. Programs start promptly at 6 p.m.

JANUARY 13  Billy Collins is known around the world. He is famous for wry poems that wel-
come readers with humor but often offer poignant or profound observations of everyday life.
His audience includes people of all ages, nationalities and backgrounds. The New York Times
has called him the most popular poet in America.

His work appears in textbooks, anthologies and a variety of periodicals. Prizes, awards
and fellowships reflect his many accomplishments. In 2001 he was appointed United States
poet laureate for two terms and in 2004 he was named Poet Laureate of New York State.

During his long literary career he continues to teach—introducing students to new poets
and encouraging them to read a variety of styles and to write poetry of their own. At present
he holds the title of Distinguished Professor of English at Lehman College (CUNY) and
Distinguished Fellow at the Winter Park Institute of Rollins College.

JANUARY 20  In late 2011, having just retired as editor of Smithsonian magazine, Carey
Winfrey was looking for a project to stay stimulated and involved. He came up with the idea
of making a documentary film about Key West as seen through the eyes of the many writers,
living and dead who have spent extended time on the island. The film would take a look at a
cross-section of American writers—fiction and non, top-rank and self-published—through the
prism of the special and unique town in which they live and work, at least for part of the year.
In January 2012, with his wife Jane handling sound, he began videotaping subjects. Over the
next 15 months, more than 30 writers (and an editor or two) were interviewed on the theme
of what has made Key West such a literary magnet. In April, 2013, a grant from the Anne
McKee Artists Fund of the Florida Keys, Inc., helped fund the final version of the film. Winfrey
transcribed the interviews and worked with a video editor to condense more than 20 hours of
videotape into a lively 57-minute film entitled Writers on Bicycles: Literary Key West.

JANUARY 27  Lee Smith was born in Grundy, Virginia a small coal-mining town in the
Appalachian Mountains less than 10 miles from the Kentucky border. She is known for
absorbing plots and colorful characters drawn from her roots in the South.

She has published 14 novels and four collections of short stories. Her many writing awards
include the O. Henry Award, the American Academy of Arts and Letters Award for Fiction,
and the North Carolina Award for Literature. Her novel The Last Girls was listed on the New
York Times bestseller’s list and won the Southern Book Critics Circle Award. 

Her newest novel, Guests on Earth, centers on an orphaned girl who is only thirteen in
1936 when she is admitted to a mental hospital where she finds herself in the company of some
remarkable fellow patients. 

FEBRUARY 3. Hal Crowther is an award-winning journalist and humorist who writes about
politics and controversial issues in the South. His eloquent essays on culture, history, politics,
religion, arts, and literature have established him as one of the most influential Southern jour-
nalists of his generation.

Crowther was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, the son of an American naval officer, He is a
graduate of Williams College and the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism.

The titles of his bestselling books give a hint about his interests and concerns:
- Gather at the River: Notes from the Post-Millennial South 
- Cathedrals of Kudzu: A Personal Landscape of the South
- Unarmed but Dangerous: A Withering Attack on All Things Phony, Foolish, and 

Fundamentally Wrong With America Today
Crowther is currently working on a book about H. L. Mencken, which will be the subject

of his program.

Billy Collins

Carey Winfrey

Lee Smith

Hal Crowther

                        



Membership Application
2014 - 2015

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:
Saturday, January 4, 2014
Saturday, February 1, 2014
Saturday, March 1, 2014
Saturday, April 5, 2014

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                                                  


