
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
Flush from the major success on December 1st of its first Palm

Garden book sale of the season, Friends of the Key West Library
Board of Directors gathered with volunteers and library personnel
in the library auditorium for a “Welcome Back Volunteers” recep-
tion.  Key West is blessed with many organizations which enrich
our community, and the Friends of the Key West Library is fortu-
nate to be counted among them.  Many, perhaps most, of these
organizations have an essential characteristic in common – They
run on volunteer power. Indeed, volunteering to support the Key
West Library is a core element of The Friends’ mission statement.   

With so many worthy opportunities, Friends of the Library is
honored by the volunteers who have chosen to commit a measure
of their volunteer time to us.  We are grateful for their generosity,
and as a totally volunteer board, we are grateful for each other.  

Friends of the Library volunteer power will be evident as we
ready ourselves for the first offering of our much anticipated

Friends of the Library Lectures 2013, on January 14th.  Detailed information on this free, ten
lecture series is available in the December Friends of the Key West Library Newsletter
http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org/pdf/2012-12FOL.pdf
and at the library. Bob Miller
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When do you hear library staff utter the words: “Well, season sure
has started!”  Is it when the check-out line is out the door?  When the
holds list for popular works is in the double digits?  Or when busloads
of school children tumble eagerly into the library for a holiday story
telling program?  NO!  The one sure sign of season starting is when the
first of many snowbirds pops in to ask: “When do the Palm Garden
Book Sales begin?”

The Book Sales are eagerly-awaited by patrons hoping to scoop up
some bargains.  Treasure hunters hope to uncover some literary gems.
But our volunteers and staff hope to see many used books get a second
life. 

This year, the theme for the Key West Literary Seminar is “Writers on Writers.”  The set
created this season (their 31st!) includes many books from our Friends of the Library book
room.  The set builders picked up volumes that staff and volunteers decided would look just
great on the stage of the San Carlos Institute.  What a comfortable and cozy setting you can
make with a pile of books stacked by an easy chair, overflowing a tabletop, and used to cre-
ate a unique lectern.  

Years ago when our County budget was slashed, a bean-counter from the Finance depart-
ment asked: “Why do you buy new books all the time?  Can’t library patrons reread the old
ones?”  How amused we all were, but how disheartened too.  Not everyone shares our love
of reading and our obsession with books.  What was even more revealing in that short-sight-
ed statement was the notion that any old book should do.

WELL, SEASON SURE HAS STARTED!
by Christine Dunn

continued on page 2
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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Perhaps no place in any community is so totally democratic as 
the town library. The only entrance requirement is interest.

– Ladybird Johnson
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

SID WALDMAN IS THIS 
YEAR’S UNSUNG HERO

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

The Friends of the Key West Library is honored to recognize Sid Waldman as
this year’s Unsung Hero. For over 6 years Sid has devoted countless hours to shelv-
ing books, assisting the staff with the library reorganization, and working at the
Palm Garden book sales. His most recent project is poring over piles of surplus
books and identifying those that have value in the college and university market
and then sending them to a wholesaler. They send him a check for the wholesale
value of the books, plus commission, which is donated to the Friends. Proceeds
from these sales make a difference in the Friends’ support of library projects. He
also sends the wholesaler books that are “old,” and they are donated to poor coun-
tries’ educational systems. “I really appreciate the professionalism of the library
staff,” said Sid. “They run a tight and smoothly operating ship.”

Sid has over 60 years of experience working with books in a variety of settings.
He has operated bookstores in New York and Ohio and has served as president and
trustee of several state and national professional college bookstore associations. 

Many thanks, Sid!

Books are like cats: they have more than one life.  Yes,
dear bean-counter, we do sometimes reread favorite books
over and over.  But we also read books to get help with taxes,
to find a recipe, to plan a trip or to travel in our imaginations
while we sit cozy in our armchairs…or at the beach.  We need
up-to-date information in books that guide us when making
decisions about life-changing events, from what to name the
baby to how to prepare a will.  Books help us, amuse us, infu-
riate and challenge us.  And when their physical condition

deteriorates or when their popularity has peaked, then here at
the library with the help of our Palm Garden Book Sale vol-
unteers, we endeavor to find a final resting place for these
companions.

This year, we are celebrating the importance and longevi-
ty of books by using them to create a shrine.  You can see it on
the stage of the Key West Literary Seminar at the San Carlos
Institute this January.  Don’t miss this remarkable tribute!
Check it out at www.KWLS.org.  And come to our Palm
Garden Book Sales this season—you may find yourself reunit-
ing with some good old friends!

at the Pier House, a leather shop owner, a waiter (for Louie
Signorelli) at Louie’s Backyard, a disc jockey at WKWF, a bar-
tender at Louie’s, and a freelance photographer. Tom left the
Keys in June 1980 to pursue a career in journalism, then
returned in 2001 to live on Cudjoe Key for five years.
Corcoran’s DVD, Key West Point of View documents local his-
tory and he is instrumental in promoting non-fiction works
about the Southernmost City. His most recent novel, The Quick
Adios (Times Six), was released this past May. 

Tom also produced the booklet, Jimmy Buffett - the Key
West Years (2006), a 2007 photo collection, Key West in Black
and White, and the ebook collection of three stories titled
Triple in Paradise.

In addition to writing books, Corcoran is a publisher. With
former partners John Boisonault—owner of Key West Island
Books in the 1990s—then Charlie Wood—who owned
Marathon Discount Books until his untimely death last year,
Tom gradually acquired the rights to ten non-fiction works still

sold in local book and gift shops as well as on Amazon. These
include Key West Collection by Dorothy Raymer, Undying
Love by Ben Harrison, The Young Wrecker on the Florida Reef
by Richard Meade Bache, The Railroad That Died at Sea by
Pat Parks, Papa Hemingway in Key West by James McLendon
and both Yesterday’s Florida Keys and Yesterday’s Key West by
Wright Langley and Stan Windhorn.

Tom also created Key West Point of View, a collection in
DVD format of over 400 recent color photographs of the
island. Many years ago Corcoran contributed lyrics to the
Buffett songs “Fins” and “Cuban Crime of Passion.” These
days he writes lyrics for singer-songwriter John Frinzi, a fre-
quent and popular visitor to the Keys.

Corcoran’s photographs and articles have appeared in
Rolling Stone, Southern Boating, Cruising World, Car &
Driver, Esquire, Look and Outside. For seven years Corcoran
edited Mustang Monthly, a magazine for restorers of classic
Ford Mustangs.

SEASON continued from page 1

CORCORAN continued from page 3



PAGE THREE

FOL LECTURES 2013
The Friends of the Library are proud to introduce leading figures in the world of books, art,
and ideas. Programs take place at the Studios of Key West historic armory building, 600 White
Street. Seating begins at 5:30 p.m. Programs start promptly at 6 p.m.

JANUARY 14  Brenda Wineapple is an awarding winning author of books about poets and writ-
ers. She wrote her first biography, Genet, about the journalist Janet Flanner who wrote under
the pseudonym Genêt as Paris correspondent for the New Yorker for 50 years. Then came
SisterBrother, an  account of Gertrude Stein and her brother Leo and their years in Paris writ-
ing and collecting art. In 2003 Hawthorn: A Life was published. White Heat, traced the
friendship of Emily Dickenson and Thomas Wentworth Higgenson. In 2010 she edited the
anthology  Nineteenth Century Writers on Writing, a volume in The Writers’ World series.

Elected in 2012 to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Wineapple has received a
Pushcart Prize, a Guggenheim fellowship, a fellowship from the American Council of Learned
Societies, and two National Endowment Fellowships in the Humanities. In addition, she is  a
regular contributor to The New York Times Book Review and The Nation.

Departing from biography, her newest book, Ecstatic Nation:  To Save the Union, America
1848-1877, will be published in the summer of 2013 by Harper Collins. It’s the story of when
and how America faced the crime of slavery and redefined the meaning of itself as one nation.
She is also completing a book on biography, to be published by Knopf, about why biography
matters.

JANUARY 21  Brad Gooch was born and raised in Kingston, Pennsylvania. He is the author of
two major biographies. City Poet: The Life and Times of Frank O’Hara (1994) was the first
biography to chronicle the life of the noted New York poet who died tragically in 1966. Gooch
presents a fascinating account of Frank O’Hara's bohemian life style and evokes the excitement
of New York's literary scene  and underground art world  in the '50s and '60s.

His most recent book (2009), Flannery: A Life of Flannery O’Connor, reveals the life of the
eccentric Southern writer whose dark comic novels and short stories electrified the literary scene
in the 1950’s and influenced the direction of American literature.

Other works by Brad Gooch include three novels, two memoirs, a collection of short stories
and a collection of poems. His work has been featured in magazines including the New
Republic, the New Yorker, Vanity Fair, New York Magazine, Travel and Leisure, Partisan
Review, the Paris Review, the Los Angeles Times Book Review, Art Forum, Harper’s Bazaar, the
Nation, and regularly on the Daily Beast. 

His honors include Guggenheim and National Endowment for the Humanities fellowships
and a Furthermore grant in publishing from the J.M. Kaplan Fund. 

Gooch is a professor of English at William Paterson University in New Jersey and is cur-
rently at work on a biography of the 13th-century Sufi poet Rumi. He is visiting Key West for
the first time as a panelist at the Literary Seminar.

JANUARY 28  Kristen-Paige Madonia is the author of Fingerprints of You, a young adult liter-
ary novel published by Simon & Schuster and recently nominated for the American Library
Association’s Best Fiction for Young Adults Award. Her short stories have appeared in various
anthologies and journals including Upstreet, New Orleans Review, American Fiction: Best
Previously Unpublished Short Stories by Emerging Writers, and Sycamore Review. She is the
2012 D.H. Lawrence Fellow and has received fellowships or residencies from the Sewanee
Writers’ Conference, the Hambidge Center, the Vermont Studio Center, Juniper Summer Writing
Institute, Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, Hedgebrook Writers’ Retreat, Millay Colony for
the Arts, the Key West Literary Seminar, and the Studios of Key West. In addition, in 2010, she
was awarded the Tennessee Williams/New Orleans Literary Festival Prize. She holds an MFA in
Creative Writing from California State University, Long Beach and currently lives in
Charlottesville, VA, where she teaches creative writing and is at work on her second novel.

FEBRUARY 4  Tom Corcoran is a photographer, former journalist, and the author of the Alex
Rutledge novels set primarily in Key West. Corcoran first arrived in Key West while in the Navy,
in 1968 and returned after his release from active duty in 1970, and lived on the island for ten
years. He worked as a taco vendor, a bartender in the Chart Room
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Kristen Paige-Madonia

Tom Corcoran
Continued on previous page



Membership Application
2012 - 2013

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

Saturday, January 5, 2013
Saturday, February 2, 2013
Saturday, March 2, 2013
Saturday, April 6, 2013

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                 


