
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
What a great lecture series!  A huge thanks to Brewster and his com-

mittee who are bringing us a literary line-up that packs the house every
week.  Clearly, the Friends- sponsored series is a highly anticipated week-
ly event that enriches our community and reminds us of the important
multi-faceted role that FOL plays in Key West.

Some of our newer lecture goers may be surprised to learn that the
official FOL lecture series began in 1984 when Board member Marjorie
Houch-Kruchten proposed that the Friends ask various authors who
were in town during season to discuss a book on Monday mornings in
the library.  The idea quickly caught on and by the mid-1990s FOL lec-
tures were so popular that some lectures were offered at night. 

By early 2000, audiences were bulging at the seams in the library
auditorium. When the Tropic Cinema opened its doors on Eaton Street,

the Friends found a larger home for the series.   Another four years and it happened again, we
were over capacity at the theater, but our luck kept going.   The Studios of Key West had just
opened at the Armory with space available for up to 250 people. You know the rest of the story.  

For those of you who have attended a lecture at the Studios, you know it is THE place for
literary lovers to go.  While we do everything we can to keep our costs low, facility rental and
program printing cost $350 a lecture.  To date we have been able to keep the lectures free and
open to the public by raising money to cover our expenses through contributions at the door
and special biannual fund-raising events like our current drawing for an original F. Townsend
Morgan   etching.  Please buy your tickets now and remember that everyone wins with the fab-
ulous FOL lecture series. Your generous support means everything
to keeping the lecture series alive.   See you in the library! Annette Liggett
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Did you join us at our Monday reopening cere-
mony?  On January 23, 2012, Commissioner
Heather Carruthers and Deputy County
Administrator Debbie Frederick cut the ribbon with
a giant pair of glittery red scissors created by our
teenage patrons during their regular Saturday craft
program.  We were delighted to have so many turn
out for that celebration!

With the reopening of the libraries on Mondays,
we are now able to provide in-person library services
to patrons 6 days a week.  This is in addition to being
available 24/7 at our library website (www.keysli-
braries.org) where patrons can renew and request
materials online, search our holdings catalogue and
even place an Interlibrary Loan request for materials
not in our library system.

What else has changed at the Key West branch in addition to our extended hours?  
We now provide computer classes for patrons with skills ranging from beginner to inter-

mediate, not just on Thursday mornings, but also on Saturday mornings.  
We have dedicated a computer to E-Government services such as 
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THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS
IS AN OUTSTANDING 

KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH 
STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

County Commissioner Heather Carruthers cuts
the ribbon, assisted by Deputy County
Administrator Debbie Frederick (it takes two
people to wield a giant pair of glitter scissors!).
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

2012 FOL BY-LAW REVISION

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

by Marny Heinen
At this year’s annual membership meeting, the board will

propose amendments to the by-laws of The Friends of the Key
West Library. Our by-laws have been amended four times in
our 40 year history, with the last revision in 2001.

Four members of the board, Tom Clements, Marny
Heinen, Annette Liggett and Jane Newhagen took on the
assignment to thoroughly review the current by-laws for con-
sistency and clarity, and to update according to current best
practices for non-profit organizations. Over the past three
months, this group’s recommendations were discussed and
revised during the Board’s monthly meetings. The result of
everyone’s keen eyes and thoughtful consideration will be pre-
sented at this year’s annual meeting for member approval.

Revisions reflect an updated Vision and Mission state-
ment, recognize membership through both financial and
volunteer contributions, and simplify language and format.
They also describe the process for how any FOL member may
nominate a candidate to the board of directors. Three new by-
law articles (VIII, IX, X) specify receipt and payment of
endowment funds, by-law amendment procedures, and the
process for any dissolution of the Friends.

The proposed by-laws will be posted in the library for at
least two weeks before the annual meeting. Each Friend of the

Library will also receive a copy of the proposed by-laws by
mail or by e-mail if we do not have a valid postal address. The
membership vote will be taken at the annual meeting at The
Studios of Key West on March 26, 2012.

filing an Unemployment Claim, which the State of Florida now
requires be done online.  Anyone needing to use this service
should speak with a staff member in reference in advance since
the filing can take longer than a 30-minute session.  

We have added a Wednesday evening Tween/Teen Gaming
Event from 5-7 pm for those between 10-18 who are interest-
ed in Yu-Gi-Oh, Magic the Gathering and Pokemon.

We have basic 2011 tax forms available (such as 1040,
1040EZ, and 1040A, plus Instructions) which even the IRS
does not mail out to taxpayers anymore.  You can also get
these and other forms online at www.IRS.gov.  

We continue to develop our collections including books in
print; books on CD-ROMs and MP3 formats; DVDs for fea-
ture films, documentaries, instructional and TV series; and
even downloadable E-books and audio books.  

Coming soon!  A renovated reading area to provide
patrons with a quiet zone where all our current and archived
periodicals will be kept in one convenient location.

Here at the Key West Library we are ready to help you!
Library cards are free for all residents of Monroe County.  Our
programs such as book clubs, movies and author talks are
available for both residents and visitors.  And you don’t need
a library card to get a 15 or 30 minute computer session!  Isn’t
your Key West Library great?

WHAT’S NEW? CONTINUED

Jane Newhagen, Marny Heinen, Annette Liggett, and Tom Clements 
discuss the 2012 FOL by-laws revision.

IT’S TIME TO GET YOUR DRAWING TICKETS
Buy your tickets now to win one of two F. Townsend Morgan etchings to 

benefit the Friends of the Library. Tickets can be ordered by sending a check to
Prudence Churchill, 10 Nassau Lane, Key West, FL 33040. A receipt and ticket
stub will be returned to the donor.

The etchings are on display at the Library for your inspection and admiration.
Don’t be left out! Only 200 tickets are available and they’re already selling fast.

And the more tickets you buy, the better your chance of winning!



FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
LECTURES 2012
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. 

The lectures are free and open to the public.

We’re sorry to announce the cancellation of Paul Hendrickson’s lecture on his
new book, Hemingway’s Boat, originally scheduled for the evening of March 5,
2012.  We regret that Mr. Hendrickson cannot be here on that date, but we are at
the same time happy at the cause for his absence.  He is a finalist for the National
Book Critics Circle Award and must be in New York for the event.  We hope he
will be able to come to Key West for the 2013 lecture season.  And we hope he
wins the award. 

Well-known novelist Diana Abu-Jaber generously has agreed to speak that
evening about her new novel Birds of Paradise.  Ms Abu-Jaber spoke several years
ago to a very appreciative FOL audience. 

MARCH 5 Diana Abu-Jaber is most recently the author of Birds of Paradise, an Indie
Books Pick, as well as of the award winning memoir, The Language of Baklava, the best-
selling novels Origin and Crescent, which was awarded the 2004 PEN Center USA Award
for Literary Fiction and the American Book Award. Her first novel Arabian Jazz won the
1994 Oregon Book Award and was a finalist for the PEN/Hemingway Award.

A frequent contributor to NPR, she teaches at Portland State University and divides
her time between Portland and Miami.

MARCH 12  Internationally known political pollster and pundit, Lou Harris, has for
many years offered standing room only audiences his annual political summary and prog-
nosis. He plans to do so again this year.

MARCH 19  Joy Williams is the author of four novels, three collections of short stories
and two books of nonfiction.  Her most recent novel, The Quick and the Dead, was a
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize.  Ill Nature, a collection of essays, was a finalist for the
National Book critics Circle Award.  Her other nonfiction work is The Florida Keys: A
History and Guide, which Conde Nast Traveller called “one of the best guidebooks ever
written, a magnificent tragi-comic guide.” She has received the Rea Award for the Short
Story, a Strauss Livings Award from the American Academy and a Guggenheim fellow-
ship. She was inducted into the Academy in 2008.

MARCH 26  Arlo Haskell is the publisher of Sand Paper Press and media director of the
Key West Literary Seminar.  He is also the author of Joker (2009), a collection of poems,
and is currently at work on a pictorial history of Key West’s Jewish community from
1893 to the present.  His talk  will draw on original research into influential poet Charles
Olson’s time in Key West 1944-45. It was here that Olson rejected a post in the Roosevelt
administration and decided to become a full-time writer; he drafted his first published
poems and sketched the outline for his epic Maximus Poems while playing poker with
Hemingway’s pals and renting Elizabeth Bishop’s house. Haskell’s talk will include rare
materials from the University of Connecticut archives, including photographs and origi-
nal manuscripts.
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‘Classic.’ A book which people praise and don’t read.
– Mark Twain

Diana Abu-Jaber

Lou Harris

Joy Williams

Arlo Haskell



Membership Application
2011 - 2012

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $250     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

March 3
March 31

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                 


