
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
It is so good to see friends who have come back home to Key

West. It feels a little like the beginning of a new school year, just
bristling with energy and optimism.  Many in our community
look forward to the palm garden book sales, which this month
will be held on January 8th, and then two days later begins the
always highly anticipated lecture series with a stellar line-up of
authors and guest speakers.

An exciting new undertaking this season is the launch of our
new FOL website www.friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org

How many times do you hear yourself describing the library
as one of the “best kept secrets” in town? We hope and expect
that the new website will ensure that the secret spreads quickly
and effectively—and will be an opportunity to learn about
upcoming events and “going green” by reading this newsletter
online.  In addition, new and old members alike may be surprised

at how easy it is to become a member, renew a membership, donate financial support, or sign
up to join our energetic corps of volunteers. Since this project is a work-in-progress, we also
encourage any suggestions or comments you have.

Thanks to those who worked so hard to get the site up and running. We think that it will
provide a great new way for us to carry out our mission of promoting the Key West library
and reminding everyone of the vital role that the library plays in our community.

See you in the library!

Do you make any
New Year’s Resolutions?
I find that they are easy
to make—especially dur-
ing the holidays while
sipping eggnog!  But in
the cold reality of
January, resolutions—
like “exercising more”

— are not always easy to achieve.  
That’s why this year, I made a resolution

I knew I could easily accomplish and cross
off my TO DO list.  My New Year’s resolu-
tion was to REJOIN THE FRIENDS OF
THE KEY WEST LIBRARY!

Why would a librarian join the Friends
of the Key West Library?  Well, because I am
a patron too!  I check my E-mail for

reminders of books due, or to get a notice
when my requested DVD is ready for pick-
up.  I attend as many Friends of the Library
Lectures as I can on Monday nights at The
Studios of Key West and browse the Friends’
Book Sales both in the Palm Garden and in
the library.  

So, as a library patron, I rejoin the
Friends of the Key West Library every year
with a tax deductible contribution.  This
year, it is even easier to rejoin and pay right
on the new website for the Friends!  How
convenient is that?  

And now that that’s done, I might just
have time to get to those other resolutions
I’ve made in the past, like getting on that
treadmill!  Okay—after I finish off the
eggnog!

Annette Liggett

WHAT IS YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION?
by Christine Dunn

To add a library to a house is to give that house a soul.
- Cicero

THE VISION OF THE FRIENDS IS AN OUTSTANDING 
KEY WEST LIBRARY WITH STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT
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by Cathy Stenzel

Ed Guillory is the one-of-
a-kind of volunteer that has
the front desk librarians say-
ing, “We can’t live without
him!”

Ed started volunteering
for the Friends of the Key
West Library in September
2009, and he quickly has
become indispensable to both
staff and patrons. He works
five days a week, averaging
three hours every day the

library is open to the public. Tuesdays and Fridays, especially
before and after holidays, are his busiest days.

The librarians nominated Ed as the Friends of the Key
West Library’s Unsung Hero of the Year, and the Board of
FoKWL readily voted to make it unanimous. On January 21,
2011, Ed will receive recognition and a plaque from the
Community Foundation of the Florida Keys at their annual
Unsung Hero Awards luncheon.

And what does Ed do that’s so important? 
He alphabetizes the DVD sleeves by the name of each

movie. And he does this for DVDs in the library that are avail-
able to be checked out and for the DVDs that are out on loan.

When a DVD is brought back, Ed finds the sleeve and returns
it to the file that patrons can browse through.

Before he started volunteering, according to Ed (and any-
one who ever tried to find a specific film by title), “Things
were in a shambles, inside and out.” He likes to organize
things, to keep them organized, and to look for the most effi-
cient ways to do that.

Ed was an accountant for his entire career: He helped open
the office of the Hyatt Company here in Key West in 1988 and
worked there for 20 years before retiring in 2008. He loves to
volunteer at the library because it gets him out and meeting
people, and besides, “The librarians are great!”
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

WONDERING WHAT TO READ NEXT? WE CAN HELP
by Anne Layton Rice

They are the books, the arts, the academes,That show, contain and 
nourish all the world. - William Shakespeare, Love’s Labour’s Lost

The mission of the Friends is to support, improve,
and promote the Key West Library through 
fundraising, volunteering, raising public interest 
in and advocacy for the library.

KEY WEST LIBRARY’S UNSUNG HERO OF THE YEAR

A frequent question heard at the library is “What should I
read next?” Library staffers especially love this question.
While “Where’s your bathroom?” also ranks high on the fre-
quency meter, it isn’t nearly as fun to answer as helping
someone find their next great read.

Enter Books & Authors, a fresh and rich website where
“experts and editors present reviews, opinions, commentary,
and more in our ever-vigilant attempt to make sure that no
good book goes unread.”

Here’s more from their website:
Who? What? Where? When? - A fun, interactive and alto-

gether cool way of searching for titles based on character,
subject, location and time period. If you’re looking for a book
about a French car-racing platypus, set in the 1940s, we can’t
help you — but we can tell you all about a series about a
sleuthing librarian that solves murders in her Washington
locale!

Authoritative Suggestions - Books & Authors draws upon
the expertise of dozens of genre and subject experts to pick the
very best award-winning and best seller fiction and non-fiction
titles for your browsing pleasure! Authoritative suggestions,

enjoyable results!
Expert Picks - our collection of reading lists come from

international library associations, literary publications, and
from libraries all over the world! Popular themes make these
lists an invaluable part of your search for similar titles or top-
ics of interest.

Your favorite authors, in full detail — tens of thousands of
full-length biographies from Gale’s award-wining reference
series keep you in the know…and up to date.

Thousands of book reviews — not sure if you want to take
the time for a certain title? Get the literary lowdown from
well-known resources like
Publisher’s Weekly, Booklist,
and a host of additional
review sources.

To get started, open
http: / /bit . ly/what2read.
You will be asked to enter
your 14-digit library card
number to begin.



Harry Mathews

Jean Carper

Lee Smith

Calvin Trillin
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
LECTURES 2011
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West. 
The lectures are free and open to the public.

JANUARY 10
Calvin Trillin will talk about his life as a food and drink aficionado and writer for The
New Yorker. Trillin has been acclaimed in fields of writing that are remarkably diverse.
Publishing solidly reported pieces in The New Yorker for forty years, he was called
“perhaps the finest reporter in America.” His wry commentary on the American scene
and his books chronicling his adventures as a “happy eater” have earned him renown
as “a classic American humorist.”

JANUARY 17 
Harry Mathews will read his epic poem Country Cooking from Central France: Roast
Boned Rolled Stuffed Shoulder of Lamb (Farce Double), a recipe with hilarious extend-
ed commentary. Mathews is the author of six novels and several collections of poetry.
He has lived in Spain, Germany, Italy, and (chiefly) France. Married to French writer
Marie Chaix, today he divides his time between Paris and Key West. His most recent
book is The New Tourism (Sand Paper Press, 2010).

JANUARY 24 
Jean Carper will speak about her new book, 100 Simple Things You Can Do to Prevent
Alzheimer’s Disease. Carper is a New York Times best-selling author, contributing 
editor to USA Weekend Magazine, a leading authority on health and nutrition, and the
author of 24 books. She was a senior medical correspondent for CNN and received the
cable industry’s prestigious ACE award for a series on brain cancer.

JANUARY 31 
Lee Smith will read from and talk about her new collection of short stories, Mrs. Darcy
and the Blue-Eyed Stranger. Smith began writing stories as a child in the Appalachian
mountains of southwestern Virginia and discovered an “intrusive, down-home narrative
voice” that allowed her to use Appalachian dialect without sounding like “Hee Haw.”
Since 1968, she has published eleven novels and as three collections of short stories. Her
novel, The Last Girls (2002), was a New York Times best seller.

UPCOMING GUEST SPEAKERS

FEBRUARY  7   
Novelist and travel writer Michael Mewshaw.

FEBRUARY 14   
Historian David Lowe.

FEBRUARY 21   
Well-known poets and editors Harvey Shapiro and Robert Hershon.  

FEBRUARY 28   
Novelist, biographer and literary critic Francine du Plessix Gray.

MARCH 7   
Historian and philanthropist Barbara Goldsmith.

MARCH 14 
Trombonist, music arranger and professor of literature Harry Schroeder.

MARCH 21  
Writer Fernanda Eberstadt.

MARCH 28   
Political pollster Lou Harris.



Membership Application
2010 - 2011

Now you can join the Friends of the Key West Library or renew your 
membership online using your PayPal account or any credit card by going 
to:  http://friendsofthekeywestlibrary.org Click the Join/Renew button
and proceed. You can also pay by check made out to Friends of the Key
West Library and mailed to 1025 Fleming Street, Key West, FL 33040.

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $200     nn $500    nn $1000

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Friends of the Key West Library is a non-profit organization and memberships
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The more you give, the
greater the impact that the Friends can have helping the Key West Library.

FRIENDS OF THE MONROE
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, INC,
1025 FLEMING STREET
KEY WEST, FL 33040

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

January 8, February 5, 
March 5, and April 2

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free (800-435-7352)
within the state. Registration does not imply endorse-
ment, approval, or recommendation by the State.
Registration #CH30134

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

                   


