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President’s notes
A wholehearted welcome to the 2009-2010 FOL season! 
If you haven’t been in the library recently when you do

visit, you’ll be surprised how amazingly active it is. All sum-
mer things were buzzing with upbeat news—increased
circulation, busy staff helping patrons, and new and
expanded programs. Now the Friends will add our month-
ly book sales, lecture series, and a variety of projects that we
always initiate.  As library staff often reminds me, we
wouldn’t want it any other way; it means we are all doing
our job.   

With this increased activity, I also wonder about the mis-
sion of the Friends: to create public interest in the functions,
resources, services and needs of the library.  As everyone is
well aware, recent economic trends have significantly affect-
ed our library. Simply put, demands are increasing while
resources are diminishing. What can we do? What should
we do?  How can we contribute our time and resources
more effectively?

I very much look forward to working with our Board to
address these questions over the coming months. At the
same time, we shouldn’t lose sight of the fact that our
organization is well over 200 members strong and together
we are a pretty powerful group who can make a big differ-

ence if we set our minds to it.  Can you recruit a new member? Are you able to volunteer an
extra hour in the library or help out at a book sale or a lecture? Can you recommit with your
annual financial contribution? Or perhaps even increase what you gave last season? If your
answer to any of these questions is “yes” we’re well on our way to making it a banner year
for the Friends. 

Once again, welcome to a new FOL year and please take that
small step—make a difference!

The Library
here in Key West
was busier this
summer than ever
before.  We didn’t
slow down and for-
tunately had not
one hurricane, not
even a tropical

storm.  As great as the weather was, so too
were our summer programs, including our
popular movie matinees on Tuesday after-
noons.  We even added a Wednesday night
movie as a way of showcasing our growing

and popular DVD collection.  Our Summer
Reading Program for Children and Young
Adults kept kids focused during summer
vacation as much on the importance of read-
ing as on having fun!  After turning in their
weekly reading logs, kids of all ages joined in
Gaming Saturdays as they tested their dance
and memory and balancing skills along with
their vocal cords.  They rocked—and read—
all summer long!  

A big dream we have had for years was
finally realized earlier this summer when we
were able to acquire professional-quality
library staff desks for the continued on page 2

Annette Liggett
Don't miss the Movie Matinees at 3:30 on Tuesday afternoons. Free!

In one of his first proclamations as mayor, Craig
Cates proclaimed October 18 - 24, 2009
Friends of the Library Week. Annette Liggett,
FOL President, accepted the honor.  The desig-
nation acknowledges the year-round hard work
of volunteers who support everything from kids'
reading programs to book sales.

What We’ve Been Up To Since Last We Met!
by Christine Dunn



children’s room—at a great price!  An E-mail went out from a
Broward County private school offering up free children’s cir-
culation desk units for the price of moving expenses.  Did we
want them? YES!  Could we get them here from over 125 miles
away?  You betcha!  After getting an estimate from Public
Works as to the cost—and the red tape involved—in using
County workers for the move, we got quotes from local and
long distance movers which proved to be more economical and
more easily scheduled.  With a check from the Friends of the
Library as an advance on our Wish List funds, we were able to
acquire in just days these “slightly-used” 5-piece library circu-
lation units that cost one-tenth what we had expected to have
to pay for something new.  Don’t you just love it when every-
thing falls into place…and in record time?  Come see what we
have done with these and other units in children’s and at the
reference and Internet desks.  As Annette Liggett put it, “It
turned out to be a very good purchase and along with the new
carpet in the auditorium, the children’s area has been a ‘hap-
pening’ place for kids, their parents and our staff during a very
busy summer reading season.”

Outside the front door, the library has also been spruced
up, through a generous donation of time and money from the
Trophia Foundation.  Have you noticed the beautiful perennial
garden in the front of the library?  In late May, the Trophia
Foundation funded and oversaw the installation of the new
plantings which complement the mature trees in the garden fac-
ing Fleming Street.  They also financed the repair of the
watering system out front.  The Women’s Club contributed

$1,000 for this year’s maintenance and Jan Blackmon, a mem-
ber of the Key West Garden Club, was hired to trim and weed
once a week.  Three new smoker stands, purchased through the
FOL Wish List funds, are located around the building.  Thanks
to all, including the Friends of the Library Facilities Committee,
for getting us all to think about possibilities for “sprucing up”
the building.

As to staff news, both Robin Henderson and I, along with
Library Director Norma Kula, attended the Florida Library
Association Annual Conference in Orlando in early May.  Some
of our seminars covered topics such as changing E-Government
requirements for libraries, creative ways to stretch budgets,
Ask-A-Librarian services, video streaming and conferences, and
even the Florida Book Awards.  As many of you know, Nancy
Klingener joined our staff in May and has already made herself
invaluable. She and FOL Secretary, Jennifer O'Lear, created the
2010 Friends of the Library Calendar. And Eva Stafford, one of
our “behind-the-scenes” staff members in Library Technical
Services here in Key West was named the August 2009
Employee of the Month for Monroe County, because she often
pitches in “out front” to help patrons—and always with a
smile.  All of us on staff are looking forward to a great season
and to greeting again our dedicated and outgoing patrons and
Friends.  Come in soon so we can say: “Welcome Back!”
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

What we have Been up to… continued from page 1

Cafe Con Libros is a fun way to keep up with the literary scene in the Keys. 
Second Thursdays at 9:30. Free!

Ursula and Gryffyn May enjoy themselves on the new carpet the
Friends of the Library bought for the auditorium. “It's so bright
and clean,” said Nancy Howanitz, Sr. Children's Librarian. “It
will enhance our children's programs for years to come.”

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!
~ An Evening of ~

RODGERS & HART
with words by 

DAVID GARRARD LOWE
and music by 

BOBBY NESBITT

Thursday, February 25, at 8 pm

at The Studios of Key West
600 White Street

GALA RECEPTION TO FOLLOW
Tickets $100

To Benefit the Friends of the Library
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
LECTURES 2010
Mondays 6:00 p.m. at The Studios of Key West

JANUARY 11
MAXINE KUMIN - Former U.S. Poet Laureate reads from her work.

JANUARY 18
STUART WOODS - Reads from his latest thriller.

JANUARY 25
To be announced. 

FEBRUARY 1
TOM  CORCORAN - Reads from his latest Key West mystery.

FEBRUARY 8
LIBBY YORK - Presents the development of the Great American
Songbook Talks about the development of American popular music.
Sing, talk, accompaniment.

FEBRUARY 15
To be announced.

FEBRUARY 2255 (Thursday, 8:00 pm)
GALA FUND RAISER - An evening of Rogers and Hart with Bobby
Nesbitt & David Garrard Lowe. 

MARCH 1
MICHAEL MEWSHAW - Reads from his new book about his journey
across North Africa.

MARCH 8
ROBERT RICHARDSON - Reads from his new books on Ralph
Waldo Emerson.

MARCH 15
HALLIE EPHRON & ROBERTA ISLEIB - Spill secrets about plotting
the perfect murder.

MARCH 22
ROBERT STONE - Reads from his new collection of short stories, 
Fun with Problems.

MARCH 29
LOU HARRIS - Gives his annual political and social prognostications.

APRIL 5
POETRY - To be announced.

Tom  Corcoran

David Lowe

Michael Mewshaw

Maxine Kumin



Membership Application
2009 - 2010

Yes! Let me help the Friends of the Library make the Key West Library the
best read, the best stocked, the best attended Library in all of Florida!
My Gift is Enclosed:

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $200     nn $500    nn Other

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address _______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Please return this form with check made payable to Friends of the
Library.  All contributions are tax deductible.    

Mail to: Key West Library Membership
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

Friends of the monroe
county public Library
of key west, florida, inc,
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Key West, FL

33040
Permit No. 184

The Friends of the Library
BOOK SALES

will be held in the Library Garden 
from 9:30 until 1:30

on the following Saturdays:

December 5, 2009
January 9, 2010
February 6, 2010
March 6, 2010
April 10, 2010

GO GREEN!
Receive your FOL newsletter digitally. 

Email membership@folkw.org
and provide your name and email

address to make the change.

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.friendsofkeywestlibrary.org

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

               




