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President’s notes
Shortly after coming to Key West I learned that Richard Wilbur, the

Pulitzer Prize poet and Poet Laureate lived in the next block. I called
him, explained that I was a neighbor and said that I would like to give
him a copy of Hero Island, my first book of poetry. He was pleasant
and responsive and we agreed that I would take it to him at his home
the following afternoon. I could think of nothing else for 24 hours.

When I arrived there was a note to me on his door advising that he
had taken his wife to the hospital, so I left the book and a get well note.

I later received a note from him in Massachusetts advising that his
family situation had required that they move right away and regretting
that we had not met. He wrote that he had read my book and found it:
“pleasantly readable, starting with the deviled eggs of long-ago picnics”
(the first poem in the book).

Before I get my tooth brush unpacked in Key West a Poet Laureate
offers kind words about my work. What a place! In a town as literate
as this, a lively Friends of the Library organization is a certainty.

The failure to read good books both enfeebles the vision 
and strengthens our most fatal tendency—the belief that 
the here and now is all there is. ~ Allan Bloom

Happy Ground Hog Valentine’s
Mardi Gras Presidents Day! by Christine Dunn

For a short month,
February sure has a
lot of celebrations!
Packed into 28
days, February
2009 dedicates
days to Ground
Hogs (Feb 2),
Valentines (Feb 14),
Presidents (Feb 16),
Mardi Gras (Feb

24), and even Boy Scouts (Feb 8)!
Here at the library, we rely on materials

in our collection to research holidays, such as
Chases Calendar of Events annual edition
which depicts in chronological order both
well-known and obscure events associated
with the days of the year.  We use Chases to
plan our book displays as well as collection
development.  The current year’s edition is
kept in Ready Reference but past year’s edi-
tions are moved to the non-fiction circulating
collection so patrons can check them out.  

Whether in Reference or with the circu-
lating collection, Chases is located under

Dewey Decimal number 394.26.  Some
books that also deal with seasonal holidays
are the Encyclopedia of Holidays and
Celebrations (394.26), The Holiday Wreath
Book: 80 Wreaths to Celebrate Birthdays,
Anniversaries and Holidays (745.925) and Al
Roker’s Hassle-Free Holiday Cookbook:
More Than 125 Recipes for Family
Celebrations All Year Long (641.568).
Though these books all relate to aspects of
holidays, they are catalogued—and shelved—
in different areas of our collections.

Patrons frequently ask us:  Where do I
find cookbooks?  Or books on architecture?
Or materials on dogs?  There is no one sim-
ple answer, as the above example on holiday
materials reveals.  Cookbooks typically can
be found at 641, but we have several differ-
ent areas where you can find that Dewey
number.  In Non-Fiction are regular-sized
cookbooks like Baja! Cooking on the Edge
(641.5972) and From Tapas to Meze
(641.5918) and The Pasta Bible (641.822).
Note the difference in the numbers after the
decimal point.  The num- continued on page 2
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bers after the “641” classification is how we can organize var-
ious types of cookbooks.  For example: Mexican versus
Mediterranean versus Macaroni recipes.    

But let me point out that we keep some of the “641’s” in
the oversize collection with other books measuring over 28 cm
tall.  Oversize books frequently include photographs, so this
would be an alternate area to search for, say, a cookbook
depicting what a finished dish would look like.  In addition, we
have in Reference several cookbook tomes like The Spice and
Herb Bible (641.3383) or the popular How to Cook
Everything by Mark Bittman (641.5).  Though you can’t check
out materials from Reference, you can make a copy of the pages
you need.  

Recently, a patron did just that when he needed an authen-
tic recipe for Chicken Cordon Bleu, which in some recipes he
found online suggested using Provolone cheese, “Shake &
Bake” and packaged sliced ham rather than Gruyere, fresh
bread crumbs and prosciutto.  He found the more traditional
recipe in The Joy of Cooking, which we keep in both the circu-
lating and Reference collections at Dewey Decimal number
641.5973.

Why do we use the Dewey Decimal system?  It is a standard
way to catalogue materials in a consistent manner.  There is a
school of thought urging libraries to display their materials in
the same way book stores do, without Dewey Decimal classifi-
cations.  But in libraries, I believe that you need to do more

than browse and happen upon a book to your liking.  Critical
to our methods of classification is that materials are not only
stored in an organized system, but are also able to be readily
retrieved.  

In a book store (not Key West’s fabulous Voltaire’s!) I once
found Stephen King’s non-fiction work On Writing: A Memoir
of the Craft shelved in the fiction section next to Carrie,
Christine and Cujo, King’s classic works of horror.  Recently in
Baltimore at a huge book store chain, I followed a clerk for
over 10 minutes as she tried to locate the section where books
on “Great Places to Retire” were located.  Travel section?
Business?  Geography?  She finally dumped me at the Finance
section where I found books to help one structure a future
retirement financial package, but nothing on retirement locales,
which my Baltimore friend needed.  

Right then and there, I got online (Aren’t i-phones great?)
and remotely searched our Monroe County library catalogue,
where I found two titles from our collection:  Retirement Places
Rated: What You Need to Know to Plan the Retirement You
Deserve (646.7909) and Where to Retire: America’s Best and
Most Affordable Places (646.79).  B&N didn’t have these
books, but did offer to place a special
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The Friends of the Library newsletter is published monthly from
November through April. Editor, Jane Newhagen. 
Please address all correspondence to her at the library: 
700 Fleming Street, Key West, FL  33040.

Busy February… continued from page 1

Friends of the Library Contribute Generously

Show me the books he loves and I shall know the man far better than
through mortal friends. ~ Dawn Adams

One of the most important functions of the Friends of the
Library is to help extend and improve the library’s services and
resources beyond what is paid for in the county budget. This is
how book sale profits and donations are used and it is increas-
ingly important in these tightly budgeted times.

In 2009, the Friends of the Library are pleased to fulfill a
$75,000 wish list that included reference works, encyclopedias
such as the 4-volume Chronology of American History, English
as Second Language instructional audio materials, and visual
aids such as large type keyboards and magnifiers. General cir-
culation improvements included adult fiction and non-fiction,
DVD’s for weekly movies, Book Bites, and more than 60 added
to the circulating collection, book carts and step stools, and
language audio books and instructional tapes. The children’s
room received books for all ages and for parents, interactive
audio visual programs for pre-teens to teens, and DVD’s for
over 50 children’s movies per year. The staff will benefit from
continuing education at conferences and seminars. A $10,000
grant from the Woodruff Foundation provided a Microfilm
reader/printer for the local Florida history project. There is
more, much more than can be described in this space. 

We are very proud to be a part of such an important and

effective effort to enrich the Key West Library’s services and
resources.

Steve Wylie presents Christine Dunn with a check for the Key
West Library's 2009 wish list.

conclusion on page 5
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UPCOMING IN-LIBRARY EVENTS

Creative Generousity
Once again Christopher Kush of Voltaire Books found an imaginative way to 
contribute to the Friends of the Library. He and his wife offered lodging their home
near Washington, D.C. for three days and two nights during the presidential inau-
guration activities. Winner of the auction was Richard Bennett of Big Pine. And
the Friends of the Library benefited from the $550 donation. Thank you, Chris.

This Information is correct as of 1-20-09 but is subject to change
Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 2/3 3:30 pm Movie Matinee: “Duchess” 

starring Kiera Knightley and Ralph Fiennes
4:30 pm * After School Junior Book Club

Wed 2/4 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months  
5:30 pm Book Bites Movie: “Chocolat” 

based on Joanne Harris novel 
Thurs 2/5 9:45 am Computer Class: Navigate the Internet (reg in adv)

10 am * Baby Group: for Moms & Infants up to 12 months
4 pm * After School Teen Book Club

Fri 2/6 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5
4 pm * Teen Manga Manga

Sat 2/7 9:30 am FOL Book Sale in the Palm Garden 
1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8    
3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18

Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 2/10 3:30 pm Movie Matinee: “Elizabeth: The Golden Age” 

starring Cate Blanchett
4:30 pm * After School Junior Book Club

Wed 2/11 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months  
5:30 pm Book Bites: read anything by/about Joanne Harris 

(like “Chocolat”)
Thurs 2/12 9:30 am Café con Libros: author Richard Rene Silvin & 

“Walking the Rainbow”     
9:45 am Computer Class: Search the Internet (reg in adv)

10 am * Baby Group: for Moms & Infants up to 12 months
4 pm * After School Teen Book Club 

4:30 pm * La Leche 
Fri 2/13 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5

12 pm FOL Board Meeting
4 pm * Teen Manga Club

Sat 2/14 1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8    
3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18

Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 2/17 3:30 pm Movie Matinee: “Brideshead Revisited” 

4:30 pm * After School Junior Book Club
Wed 2/18 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months  

4 pm All for One Book Club: “Never Let Me Go” 
by Kazuo Ishiguro  

Thurs 2/19 9:45 am Computer Class: New Yahoo Users (reg in adv)
10 am * Baby Group: for Moms & Infants up to 12 months
4 pm * After School Teen Book Club  

Fri 2/20 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5
4 pm * Teen Manga Club

Sat 2/21  1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8  
3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18

Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 2/24 3:30 pm Movie Matinee: “Stage Beauty” 

starring Claire Danes and Billy Crudup 
4:30 pm * After School Junior Book Club

Wed 2/25 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months  
4 pm All for One Book Club: “Never Let Me Go” 

by Kazuo Ishiguro  
6:30 PM Parent Support Group

Thurs 2/26 9:45 am Computer Class: Yahoo Email II (reg in adv)
10:30 am * Baby Group: for Moms & Infants up to 12 months

4 pm * After School Book Groups: Ages 9 and up 
Fri 2/27 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5

4 pm * Teen Manga
Sat 2/28  1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8  

3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18
Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 3/3 3:30 pm Movie Matinee: To Be Announced 

4:30 pm * After School Junior Book Club
Wed 3/4 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months  

5:30 pm All-For-One Movie: “Love in the Time of Cholera”  
Thurs 3/5 9:45 am Computer Class: Basic Excel (register in advance)

10 am * Baby Group: for Moms & Infants up to 12 months
4 pm * After School Teen Book Club

Fri 3/6 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5
4 pm * Teen Manga 

Sat 3/7 9:30 am FOL Book Sale in the Palm Garden 
1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8    
3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18

Sundays & Mondays:  LIBRARY CLOSED
Tues 3/10 3:30 pm Movie Matinee: To Be Announced 

4:30 pm * After School Junior Book Club
Wed 3/11 10:30 am * Toddler Story Hour: for ages 10-24 months  

5:30 pm Book Bites: read anything 
by/about Christopher Moore 

Thurs 3/12 9:30 am Café con Libros: Poet and Painter Joan Hodous       
9:45 am Computer Class: Word I (register in advance)

10 am * Baby Group: for Moms & Infants up to 12 months
4 pm * After School Teen Book Club 

4:30 pm * La Leche 
Fri 3/13 10:30 am * Pre-School Story Time: for ages 3-5

12 pm FOL Board Meeting
4 pm * Teen Manga Club

Sat 3/14 1 pm * Family Time: Movie & Craft for ages up to 8    
3 pm * Teen/Tween Meet: for ages 9-18

* programs for YAC’s (Young Adults and Children)  
Programs subject to change.  Please confirm with the library in person or
at 305-292-3595.

MEETING NOTICE
The Friends of the Library’s 

annual meeting will be held at 
5:45 PM on March 30th before
the Lou Harris lecture at TSKW.
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lecture series entertains and educates
The Friends of the Library Lecture Series continues this

month with four speakers who are experts in their fields. Shirrel
Rhoades will speak on the history of the American comic book,
Susan Nugent will talk about her new book Women
Conserving the Florida Keys, David Lowe will survey the cul-
tural scene with emphasis on France and America, and
Rosalind Brackenbury will read from her new novel, Becoming
George Sand. Lectures are held at The Studios of Key West,
located at the intersection of White and Southard Streets. They
begin at 6:00pm. Admission is free and seating is first-come,
first-seated

Many thanks to Brewster Chamberlin, Judith Gaddis, and
David Kaufelt for their energy and commitment to providing
the Friends of the Library with an exceptional lecture series.

February 2, 2009 SHIRREL
RHOADES — attended Wake
Forest University and Stetson
University, where he received a
bachelor’s degree in fine arts
with a minor in advertising.
Later he did graduate work in
children’s literature through
Chapman College. He is a for-
mer faculty member for New
York University’s master’s pro-
gram in publishing. 

Rhoades has held many
positions in the publishing
industry, including vice presi-

dent and associate publisher at Harper’s Magazine Co.; corpo-
rate circulation director for Ladies’ Home Journal, Redbook
and Sport Magazine; vice president and group publisher for
Scholastic; vice president at Open Court Publishing, where he
launched an acclaimed children’s magazine, Cricket; and exec-
utive vice president and publisher of Marvel Comics Group.

He has successfully launched, published and sold magazines
of his own and has served on several boards. He is a frequent
speaker at publishing industry functions and guest lecturer at
several universities. Rhoades is married to Diane Brady and
lives in Key West, Florida.

February 9, 2009 SUSAN MONROE NUGENT — lived on
Big Pine Key in the Florida Keys for ten years and continues to
visit friends there as much as possible. During her time in the
Keys, she and her husband were awarded the 1995

Conservation Colleague
Award from the Florida
Chapter of the Nature
Conservancy and the 1999
National Wildlife Refuge
Award for Volunteer of the
Year. Also, she and her hus-
band worked with Barry
Stieglitz, the Florida Keys
National Wildlife Refuge
Project Leader, to found
FAVOR-Florida Keys (Friends
And Volunteers of the
Refuges).

Recently retired from a
career of teaching English (Keene State College, Florida Keys
Community College, and Santa Fe Community College), Susan
lives with her husband in Gainesville, FL. Her days overflow
with writing, reading, gardening, and volunteering. Her next
book will be Women Conserving Alachua County.

February 16, 2009 DAVID
LOWE —One of the world's
leading authorities on archi-
tectural history and social
criticism, David Garrard
Lowe is president and
founder of The Beaux Arts
Alliance, an organization cel-
ebrating the intermingling of
American and French civiliza-
tions.

For 20 years Mr. Lowe was
a professor of architectural
history at the New York
School of Interior Design.  He

also served as a visiting professor at the Columbia University
Graduate School of Business Administration.

Mr. Lowe is the author of many highly-regarded books
including Beaux Arts New York, Art Deco New York, Stanford
White's New York, Chicago Interiors and Lost Chicago.

His articles have appeared in The New York Times, The Wall
Street Journal, American Heritage, and House and Garden
among other publications.  He continues to lecture widely
throughout the United States and Europe, including such ven-
ues as the Cooper-Hewitt Museum, the Metropolitan Museum



of Art in New York, the Smithsonian Institution in Washington
DC and the American Academy in Rome. 

When not traveling to lecture, lead architectural tours or
curate museum exhibitions, Mr. Lowe resides in Manhattan
with Key West as a favorite getaway locale.

February 23, 2009 —
ROSALIND BRACKENBURY
is English, became a US citizen
in time to vote for Obama,
and has lived in old town, Key
West for 15 years.   She is the
author of several novels, col-
lections of poetry, and short
stories and was for 10 years
Book Editor at Solares Hill.  In
2006, she was Creative
Writing Fellow at the College
of William and Mary in
Williamsburg, VA.  She has

been briefly visible at several Key West Literary Seminars. Her
latest novel, to be published in 2009 by Doubleday, Canada, as
well as in Italy and the Netherlands, is Becoming George Sand,
the story of a contemporary woman who becomes, as well as
Sand’s biographer, more and more like her heroine.

March 2, 2009 DAVE BURNS — Pianist/composer Dave Burns
has been impressing and enchanting Key West audiences for
thirty years.  Whether from the concert stage or more intimate

nightclub settings his perform-
ances have received rave and
reviews and left audiences
with that warm satisfaction
that means they have experi-
enced a very real musical
event.

Although Burns has spent
most of his adult life in South
Florida he is a native New
Englander and began his musi-
cal studies there at the age of
four under the tutelage of
Alice McKenna, his grand-
mother and a well-known
pianist in the region.  After leaving Rhode Island he moved to
Miami where he established himself in the jazz community and
had the opportunity to play with some of the finest jazz and
blues artists of the day.  In 1977 Burns came to Key West to
play an eight-week stint at Captain Hornblower’s jazz club.
Eight weeks stretched into seven years and after leaving
Hornblower’s he teamed up with bassist Lon Jacobson and they
have formed the core of many musical combos over the years.
The Dave Burns trio also performed for a long stretch with
Marilyn Holderfield at the previous incarnation of the Banana
Café.

When not at the piano Dave can be found enjoying treks
and climbing in the Andes, visiting indigenous Amazonian
tribes, or paddling his kayak in his beloved Everglades.
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Beware of the man of one book.
~ Anonymous

order.  I advised my friend to visit his local Baltimore library
instead.  

I like visiting the huge bookstores that offer customers
computerized search engines for their holdings where I can
search myself for titles or authors or subjects I want to investi-
gate.  Actually, I would like an online catalogue system avail-
able at the supermarket—do you have pesto and what aisle is it
in?  

In the library, looking up materials online—either for a
patron or for staff—is a short step that leads to more than just
the item’s location.  By checking our online catalogue, you can
determine what materials are available in which branch, con-
firm whether or not they are checked in or out, read a review
of the work, discover other works by the same author or on the
same subject, read an excerpt from the first chapter, and find

out what formats are available such as large print, tape cas-
settes, CD-ROM’s or our newest recorded book format called
Playaways.  You can renew your items—so long as no one else
has reserved them.  You can even request materials and we’ll
notify you when they are ready for pickup—even if they are
presently checked out to someone else—which is especially con-
venient for popular DVD’s.  And you can do all this searching,
researching, reading and requesting 24/7/365 at www.keysli-
braries.org.  You are not limited to using the library’s resources
on only the 5 days per week we are open.

So remember, searching the catalogue—from home or
work or in the library or even when in a huge bookstore
chain—is not an inconvenience.  Rather, it’s an adventure in
discovering the wealth of materials that are waiting for you
within the Monroe County Library system.  And you can take
this adventure even on holidays!

Busy February… continued from page 2



Membership Application
2008 - 2009

Yes! Let me help the Friends of the Library make the Key West Library the
best read, the best stocked, the best attended Library in all of Florida!
My Gift is Enclosed:

nn $25     nn $50     nn $100     nn $200     nn $500    nn Other

Name ______________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

E-mail address _______________________________________________

Newsletter by e-mail?    nn Yes      nn No

Please return this form with check made payable to Friends of the
Library.  All contributions are tax deductible.    

Mail to: Key West Library Membership
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

Friends of the monroe
county public Library
of key west, florida, inc,
1025 Fleming Street
Key West, FL 33040

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Key West, FL

33040
Permit No. 184

The Friends of the 
Library Book Sale 

will be Saturday, February 7 from
9:30 to 1:30

Key West Library
700 Fleming Street,

Key West Florida 33040
Phone 292-3595

www.keyslibraries.org

*
If there is an asterisk after 

your name on the mailing label, 
it means it’s time for you to 

renew your membership.

               


